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Pastor’s Pondering...
For every time there is a season...These are familiar words to Christians found in
the Old Testament Book of Ecclesiastes (3.1).
For so many years this time of the year has been focused on the start of the church’s
program year; coinciding with the school year. Usually, there is the start up of new
programs, dedication of teachers, school supply drives and blessings, etc…. Obviously,
there is a change this year.
So much of what and how we are doing things has changed due to the Covid 19
virus. This includes how we have been worshipping and doing ministry. You all have
been patiently waiting for Stone PC to have in-person worship again. As of the writing of
this, the Session has decided to start in-person worship on September 20. The Session
continues to work on adjustments to the worship service and preparing the building so
that it is a safe place to come and worship. A letter will be sent out to all households to
let everyone know what you can expect when you come to the building to worship. Of
course, if for any reason there is a resurgence in the Covid Virus, we will reconsider
going back to in-person worship.
For those who still feel they need to stay at home, we continue to pray for you and
want you to continue to feel connected to this faith community. The worship service will
be video taped and put online Sunday afternoons starting September 20; a link will be
sent out.
Yes, we have been through many changes in many areas of our lives over the past
months. There have been challenges. We have had to adapt. I believe that we can
adjust and adapt to new ways of being the church. Because of our experience of dealing
with Covid we will never be able to go back to what we call “normal”. We are having to
create a “different normal” that is flexible and will help us continue to move forward day
by day, month by month, year by year.
Our faith in an ever present, loving God will give us the strength to be able to do
this.
I look forward to seeing those of you who come to worship sitting in the pews. I also
look forward to continuing to be in touch with those who do not. I am always open to a
phone call, porch visit, etc… whatever is safe for you.

Peace and Grace,
Pastor Libby

SESSION UPDATE FROM AUGUST MEETING
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The Session met on
Tuesday, August 11th, 2020

 The meeting was opened with
prayer given by Pastor Libby.

 The Session reaffirmed the
desire to go back to in-person
worship September 20, 2020.
Worship will continue to be
taped and put on-line for those
who feel they can’t/shouldn’t
attend.

 The Session reviewed what
still needs to be done to
prepare to have in-person
worship.

 A letter will be sent out to
the congregation giving
details.

 The Session was informed of
the bequest received by the
Joseph Martiney estate.

 The Mission Committee is
encouraging the congregation
to donate school supplies.

 Session heard a report on
electrical work needing to be
done on the front of the
property.

 Closed in prayer—Next
meeting September 8th at
6:30 pm.

Many members of our church have already made their per
capita payments. Our church must pay per capita for each
member, whether or not the member pays us.
Your contribution helps Stone Presbyterian Church cover our
portion. Per Capita payments can be mailed to the church or
dropped in the Offering with “Per Capita” written in the memo
line.
As of July 31, 2020, $720 has been contributed toward the
$2,250 we will send to the Presbytery.
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The UPPER ROOM
These bimonthly prayer booklets contain inspiring
stories of people, with bible readings, thoughts of
the day, written by authors in the US and around the
world. These stories you’ll find relevant to your
daily lives. They are displayed on the church’s hall
desk on a regular basis.
Since there is lack of church visiting, we are offering
you the mailing of the September-October 2020
issue of The Upper Room booklet. If you wish to
have one mailed to your address, call this request to
the office, 315-788-5630.

Watertown Urban Mission Backpack Program
We all know that schools ARE opening.
The Urban Mission is doing the Back Pack
Program but, as with many programs, they are a
little late in starting and things are different.

If you would like to participate...
bring your items to the parking lot at Urban Mission and call them at:
315-782-8440 and they will come out and get them.
Just let them know you have school supplies.
Another option may be organizations that are collecting supplies. I was unable
to confirm any specific place, but as we get nearer there may be some
advertised. Stone Presbyterian Church will not be a collection site. I am sorry for
the inconvenience and hope you understand.
One last option: You can write a check to the
church, indicating it is for school supplies, and we
will forward the fund to Watertown Urban Mission.
Thank you, Maxine Perkins

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
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Worship in the church to begin…!
In-person Worship is planned to
start Sunday, Septmber 20th, at
10:45 am, our fall worship time.
A detailed letter has been mailed to you
with information and guidelines for attending our worship
services, in accordance with Covid 19 regulations.

Labor Day this year is Monday
September 7th.
The church office will be closed on Friday, September 4th.
Worship service hours for the fall will be at 10:45 am

What’s happening in September
We will have Communion the
first Sunday of the month,
September 6th.
We will still be following our on-line
guidelines.

Our next Session Meeting
will be held Tuesday,
September 8th, at 6:30 pm.

Our church
COMMITTEES and
HANDBELL CHOIR
MEETINGS
are now meeting at the church.
Social distancing and wearing
of masks will be maintained.
“Zooming” into the meeting is
an option.

COMMUNITY GARDENERS
REMINDER:

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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PLEASE weed in the
woodchip areas and walkways
around your garden beds when
you water, harvest, or weed your
beds.
Please do not leave the
weeds in the wood chips or in or
on the sides of your beds. Take
them to the woods to throw
away please.
If you will be away or unable
to tend to your bed or harvest
for more than a week please let
me know or another gardener so
that we can care for your bed if
need be.

Roxanne Young
Dan Reed
Thomas Green, Jr.
Sydney Ellen Quirk
Jamie Strader
Lynkin Cedar
Anne Ciscell
Jane Tabolt
Debra Siver
James Jennison
Stuart Price
Elizabeth Newby
Kim Murray
Barbara Williams
Paul May

September 2
September 7
September 8
September 8
September 11
September 12
September 13
September 14
September 14
September 15
September 16
September 21
September 26
September 28
September 30

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

These reminders will
hopefully help us all keep the
gardens productive and well
cared for into the fall season.
If you need help or have
questions please call me
(315) 782-5847.
Thank you all for your help and
cooperation.
Pat Conti

Justin & Elizabeth Reed

September 3

Justin & Andrea Hall

September 14

Barry & Chris Jennison

September 26

Pastor Elizabeth Moses invites you to a Zoom meeting.
Topic:
Gatherings for
Prayer/Scripture

When:
Thursdays
@ 6:00 p.m.
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This is a “big conference call” using your home phone or
via the internet (Ipad, computer, cell phone).
Please contact the church office for the Zoom
link/phone number if you need it.

Lectionary for
September 2020
September 6 –
Matthew 18:15-20
Romans 13:8-14
September 13 –
A way is provided
Exodus 14:19-31
Psalm 114
September 20 –
Sustinance is
Provided

Exodus16:2-15
Matthew 20:1-16
September 27 –
Water is provided
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Exodus 17:1-7

Notice on Face Masks
The Session is asking all those
entering the church building to
wear a face mask. We want all
God’s beloved to feel safe. Your
cooperation is appreciated. It is
mandated by NYS.
For those needing a mask, they are available at the
church.

Watertown Urban Mission
Food Pantry church notice
As the church cannot
collect food items for
the Urban Mission,
...please
remember that there is a
“Blessing Box” across the street
from church. Non-perishable items
can be placed in the box anytime.

Page 7

SYMPATHIES
GIVEN

Since last month’s notice
concerning the May’s in
Syracuse, Ruth May passed
away on August 2nd, just as husband
Paul had been joined there as a resident
with her at her side. Paul will remain a
resident at:
Room 336
Bishop Nursing Home
918 James St
Syracuse NY 13203

ESTATE GIFT
Stone Presbyterian has been
blessed by a gift from the estate
of Joseph W. Martiney. We
received a check of $10,427.05.
Martiney named the church as a
beneficiary in his will. What a
witness statement!
Over the years Stone has been
blessed by having members and
others name the church in their
wills. We are so thankful. You
might consider doing this. A
lasting faith statement.

There is a bright
light and a new
horizon at the end
of the road.

Our deepest sympathies
to the daughter, Nancy
Keeley, who has kept us
updated, and all family
and friends as well.
Nancy mentioned that Ruth’s obituary
would be printed in the Watertown Daily
Times on August 9th.
To leave a special message for the family,
please visit newcomersyracuse.com
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Ruling Elders
on the Session
Class of 2021
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins
Class of 2022
Kathie Strader
Class of 2023
Bob Siver
Roxanne Young
Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

Prayer Calendar________
Worship Ministers
Pastor The Reverend
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses

Caring for the
Congregation
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders
place a priority on visiting hospitalized
members of the congregation. While
Samaritan Medical Center Chaplain
calls when he knows someone from
Stone Presbyterian Church is in this
facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer provide information on
admissions and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be visited
in the hospital or while recovering at
home or at a care center. Also, if you
or someone you know would enjoy a
visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone
the church office (788-5630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Organists
Chris Hyde-Hall and
Ghilyana Dordzhieva
Choir Director
Jeannie Greenwood

REMINDER:
Our monthly Newsletter
Deadline for your articles
is the 15th of the month.

Handbell Choir Director
Nancy Boynton
Church Staff
Secretary Linda White
Sexton Francis Conti

SEPTEMBER 2020
P R AY E R C A L E N D A R
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Cindy Rarick

2
Thelma
Reardon

3
Andrew, Andrea
& Ian Reed

4
Corey & Shelly
Reed

9
Cindy & Randy
Sealing

10
Don & Debra
Sholett

16
Jamie Strader,
Colin & Sharon
Charlebois

5
Dan & JoAnne
Reed

6
7
Justin, Elizabeth Bruce & Lori
& Aubrey Reed Robinson

8
Robert
Schweitzer

11
12
Jordan, Krystal
Matthew,
& Camden Siver Vanessa &
Celeste Siver

13
Robert & Debra
Siver

14
Rev. Bruce &
Elizabeth Smith

15
Rev. Adele
Spencer

17
James & Kathie
Strader

18
Jane Tabolt

20
Andrew Varga

21
Robert Wallace

22
Linda White

23
Richard &
Barbara
Williams

24
Terry &
Bridgette
Williams

25
26
Daniel & Joanne Jean Woolsey
Woodward

27
Roger &
Roxanne Young

28
Richard & Elsie
Zehr

29
Faye Babineau

30
Susan Bell &
family

31
Millie Boice

19
Bruce &
Patricia Tyrrell

