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Pastor’s Pondering—Change Then and Change Today
On Sunday, September 20, 2020 we opened our doors to worship in the
building after being closed since late March. A lot has happened and changed.
Our worship service was adjusted to make things safe for all. Even with the
change it was so good to be with those who attended. What a joy.
Our history; as Stone Presbyterian Church, a member of the PCUSA
denomination and the Reformed Tradition, is one of change and looking forward.
On Sunday October 25 we will be remembering the Reformation that Martin
Luther lead over 500 years ago. We, as the faithful, are always dealt with
change; even now.

These words on our denomination’s website were not just words reflecting
on what happened so many years but also seem to be appropriate for 2020. I
thought I would share them with you to ponder.
Although the phrase “ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda, secundum verbum
Dei” (“the church reformed, always being reformed, according to the word of
God”) does not originate in the Reformation, we return to it as a watchword
because it is accurate to that watershed moment. In times of crisis, challenge,
and conflict—then and now—God calls us to be transformed by the Word and
Spirit.
As Christians, our faith began with the followers of Jesus. But the beginning
of our Christian faith as Presbyterian is in the Reformation. The Reformation
marks something significant for us in this part of the universal church: the
coalescence of our focus on the Holy Spirit’s ongoing reform of us as a church
and as individuals. Martin Luther helps us to understand and acknowledge that
the institution of the church is not equal to God. We are called to worship the
triune God alone, to claim Jesus Christ as Lord of the church, and to seek the
ongoing sanctification of the Holy Spirit.
God’s ongoing sanctification of us is a gift for how we live together as the
church, responding to God. This is why serious study of scripture for all people is
an ongoing practice, in addition to communal worship and celebration of the
sacraments. This is why we place such a high value on communal discernment in
committees and sessions and decision-making. And while we have so much to
learn, it is why our habits of conversation push us to listen to every single voice
God brings into our midst.
Peace and Grace,

Pastor Libby Moses

SESSION UPDATE FROM SEPTEMBER MEETING
The Session met on Tuesday, September 8. The meeting
was opened with a devotion led by Kathie Strader and
prayer by Pastor Libby.
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The following was discussed –
Minutes from previous meetings
and July financial report were
approved.

Pastoral Care reported about
cards that were sent out and
contacts made.

Worship in-person will begin
again on Sept 20. Went over
details to make sure all was
ready. Acknowledge that after
the first week or two
adjustments may need to be
made.

There was discussion regarding the
Fall Bazaar and what creative/out
of the box ways we can still
raise funds to support
community programs like the
church has done in the past.

Building and Grounds shared
information regarding to have
the front lawn leveled and also
to have electrical line to lights
on front lawn buried deeper.

CONGREGATION MEMBER UPDATES

These bimonthly

The Helping Hands group will
meet Wednesday, October 13
and 27, using appropriate social
distancing.
The meeting was closed with
prayer. Next meeting is
October 20, 2020

Barbara Milton now resides at the
Gotham Street Hospice facility. Pastor
Libby has been making regular visits to
see her.
Heather Drew is back at Curtis
Apartments, on the mend after her stay in
the hospital.
PRAYER BOOKLETS

contain inspiring stories of people, with bible readings, thoughts of the day,
written by authors in the US and around the world. These stories you’ll find
relevant to your daily lives. They are available at the church and we are
offering you the mailing of the September-October 2020 issue of The Upper
Room booklet. If you wish to have one mailed to your address, call this
request to the office, 315-788-5630.
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It is World

Communion Sunday on
October 4th.
We will have Communion the first Sunday of
each month. We will be following adjusted
guidelines for receiving Communion in
accordance with social distancing practices.
See page 4 for Peace Offering.

Noon-time Bible/Book Study
We will be having in-person
meetings at the church every
Wednesday at Noon,
October 7, 14, 21, 28.
We are discussing parables. Social
distancing practices will be maintained.

Stone Presbyterian Church Handbell
Choir Rehearsals resumed on
September 16, 2020.

Our NEW TIME continues every

Wednesday from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm.
Octobers dates are: 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th.
Those interested in joining this choir, contact our
Handbell Choir Director, Nancy Boynton.
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The Peace & Global
Witness Offering
will be taken up
Sunday at Worship
October 4, 2020
May the God of peace . . .
give you peace at all
times in all ways.
— 2 Thessalonians 3:16
On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace
extends throughout all creation. We celebrate that we are all together
at the communion table, in God’s house. We celebrate that we are
offered what we need to continue the work of building the household
of God, with active peacemakers here at home and around the world.
Extending the peace of Christ is part of an active, engaged faith— a
witness to what it means for us to be the Church, together.
Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, our
church is extending Christ’s peace throughout our community and our
world. We begin at the communion table, with our siblings in every
time and place, and we celebrate the peace we find there and commit
to building a more just and peaceful world. We celebrate the truth
found in 2nd Thessalonians, “May the God of peace give you peace at
all times in all ways.
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Columbus Day is Monday,
October 12th.
Our church office will be closed
on...Tuesday, October 13th.

Helping Hands
Helping Hands group meets twice a month

Tuesdays at 6:00 pm.
In the month of October meetings will be on

October 13th and October 27th.
They will be making creative needlework items
for community organizations for the benefit of
lives, making them more comfortable and
enjoyable.

We will have October

Please note: that

on Tuesday,

Daylight saving time ends
Sunday, November 1, 2020.

October 20th

Set your clocks back.

Session Meeting

at 6:30 pm
Reformation Sunday is
October 25th
See Pastor’s words on
front page.

October Lectionary

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
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October 4
Psalm 80;
Matthew 21:33-46

October 11
Psalm 23;
Matthew 22:1-14

October 18
Matthew 22:15-22
Psalm: 96:1-9

October 25
Reformation
Sunday
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46

Lori Robinson
Jean Woolsey
Betty Hull
Randall Bell III
Kathleen Compeau
John Murray
Kate Ciscell
Jim Lewis
Miles Lewis
Kylie Bell
Angel Marie Bell
Pat Conti
Barry Jennison
Katherine Anne Newby
William Daniel Newby
Shelly Reed
Daniel Woodward

October 3
October 3
October 5
October 8
October 12
October 13
October 14
October 17
October 17
October 21
October 25
October 28
October 28
October 29
October 29
October 30
October 30

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Brian & Alice Draper
October 8
Roger & Roxanne Young
October 8
Jim & Jen Lewis
October 31
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from Pastor Libby




I want to thank all those who helped to get the building
ready for in-person worship.
Kathie Strader, Pat Conti, Francis Conti, Jeannie
Greenwood, and Nell Moses prepared the pews.
Kathie Strader, Pat Conti, Francis Conti, and Jessica
Branche prepared the nursery.
Linda White created the signs around the building and
Nell Moses posted them.
Francis Conti for the extra cleaning.
The sign in the driving way was made by Inkwell Graphix.

Sunday Flowers Sign Up
We have resumed
the Church
Sunday flower
delivery of our
sanctuary
flowers.
Since Sherwood Florist is no longer
in business, flowers will be
purchased from Price Chopper at this
time.
Please give the office your bulletin
information and the fee of $10 for the
flowers. Please place your money in
a yellow Flower Fund envelope found
near the flower chart on the hall
bulletin board and put it in the
mailbox or in the collection plate
during worship. Do not leave any
money on the secretary’s desk.

The fee for the flowers
is $10.00.

Attention...
Community Gardeners:
Please have
your gardens
cleaned out
before the end
of October so
that we can
prepare the
area for

Just a reminder—Please
dispose of all vines and plants in
the woods. Please do not leave
weeds and old squash, tomatoes,
etc. on the sides of the beds or in
the wood chips as they will grow
back there next year. Throw
them in the woods also please.
Thank you all for being part of
our Community Garden this year.
We look forward to seeing you all
again in the Spring. Have a safe,
healthy, and peaceful winter.
If you have any
questions please
call Pat Conti
315-782-5847.

Page 8

You might have noticed...

*Right before we shut-out, when the pandemic hit, a new
sign pointing people to the Sanctuary Hall was
installed...much larger and easier to read.

The front yard
has been
landscaped…

*New soil has been added and spread along with
grass seed. Electrical work has been done, so
the front lights are operational.
Thank you Building and Grounds Committee.

Pastor Elizabeth Moses invites you to a Zoom meeting.
Topic:
Gatherings for
Prayer/Scripture

When:
Thursdays
@ 6:00 p.m.

This is a “big conference call” using your home phone or
via the internet (Ipad, computer, cell phone).
Please contact the church office for the Zoom
link/phone number if you need it.

Notice on
Face Masks
The Session is asking all
those entering the church building
to wear a face mask. We want all
God’s beloved to feel safe. Your
cooperation is appreciated. It is
mandated by NYS.
For those needing a mask, they
are available at the church.

Watertown Urban Mission
Food Pantry church notice
As the church cannot
collect food items for
the Urban Mission,
...please remember
that there is a
“Blessing Box” across the street from
church. Non-perishable items can be
placed in the box anytime.
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Ruling Elders
on the Session

Pastor’s
Pondering____________1

Class of 2021
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins

Session Highlights,
Member News_________2

Class of 2022
Kathie Strader

October Meetings and
Events_________3, 4, & 5

Class of 2023
Bob Siver
Roxanne Young
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Stone Presbyterian Church
140 Chestnut Street
Watertown NY 13601

Office
315-788-5630
Email
Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com
Facebook
StonePresbyterianChurch
Website
www.stonepreschurch.com
Office Hours
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M.
Tuesday - Friday

Caring for the
Congregation
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders
place a priority on visiting hospitalized
members of the congregation. While
Samaritan Medical Center Chaplain
calls when he knows someone from
Stone Presbyterian Church is in this
facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer provide information on
admissions and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be visited
in the hospital or while recovering at
home or at a care center. Also, if you
or someone you know would enjoy a
visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone
the church office (788-5630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Birthdays/Anniversaries,
Lectionary_____________6

Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

Flowers, Thank you,
Garden_______________7
Zoom, Food Pantry, Masks,
Building & Groounds____8
Contents, Ministers,
Contacts______________9
Prayer Calendar________

Worship Ministers
Pastor The Reverend
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses
Organists
Chris Hyde-Hall and
Ghilyana Dordzhieva
Choir Director
Jeannie Greenwood

REMINDER:
Our monthly Newsletter
Deadline for your articles
is the 15th of the month.

Handbell Choir Director
Nancy Boynton
Church Staff
Secretary Linda White
Sexton Francis Conti

October 2020 Prayer Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Nancy Boynton

2
3
Ronald,
Jan Burch
Chris,Jessica &
Ronald Branche

4
Orvis & June
Calhoun

9
Robert
Clobridge

10
Jill & Charles
Commeret, Jr.

16
John & Cindy
Cook &
daughters

5
Joe Caronia

6
7
Glenn Chapman Anne, Michael,
Jack, Kate &
Emily Ciscell

8
Rehba Clarke &
family

11
12
Stephen, Tara & Cathy & Alan
CommeretPat Commeret
Whitcomb

13
Kathie & Phillip
Compeau

14
Francis Conti

15
Pat Conti

17
Debbie Cornish

18
Joshua, Alicia &
Harrison Dalton

19
John &
Candace
Damon

20
Christine &
Donald Dear

21
Dawley DeMar

22
Ghilyana
Dordzhieva

23
Heather Drew

24
Brian & Alice
Draper

25
M/M Robert
Estep

26
Shirley Fay

27
Dorothy
Fitzpatrick

28
M/M Darryl
Fuller

29
John, Jeannie &
John Remus
Greenwood

30
Brendan,
Elizabeth &
Helen Hall

31
Carrie Hall

