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140 Chestnut Street, Watertown, NY 13601
Sunday Worship Hour 10:45 A.M.
Called by God to welcome, nurture, and serve in the name of Christ.
Pastor’s Pondering….
The Gift of the Holy Spirit
In mid-May we will complete our annual journey through
the Easter Season; the fifty days between Easter and
Pentecost. Pentecost is the Greek word for Shavuot which
is the Hebrew word for Weeks. In the book of Acts,
scripture tells us that on the Day of Pentecost the disciples
were gathered in one place. It is safe to assume they were
there to celebrate the Jewish Festival of Weeks. What is
the Festival of Weeks? Historically it is the celebration of
the giving of the Torah, The Law, to Moses and the
Israelites at Mount Sinai. The Law was a gift to the
Israelites. The Law helped to give the ragtag group of
Israelites some organization as they wandered through the
wilderness for so many years. It provided focus and
meaning so they could be a community.
Many years later God’s people are given another gift. This
gift is given as the people celebrate being given the Law.
This time the gift is that of the Holy Spirit. It came as wind
and tongues of fire. It allowed the people to understand
each other even though they spoke different languages.
Again, the gift gave the people the ability to be community
but this time it was a much bigger community. The gift of
the Holy Spirit gave the believers the strength, courage,
and guidance to be able to reach out beyond their comfort
zone and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
The Companion for the Book of Common Worship explains,

“Without the gift of the Spirit, Christ’s church dries up and
withers away, and we are left with only our broken selves.
With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible. A spiritfilled community of faith opens eyes to needs in the world
and sees its missing as God’s new people.”
In what ways have you experienced the Holy Spirit helping
to create community both inwardly for the people of God
but also outwardly in expanded the community as it
reaches out to others?

Peace and Grace,

Pastor Libby
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Session Update
at it's April 17 meeting the Session



Approved vacation time for Linda White... May 8 - May 15.



Approved the cost of the new T.V. and stand be taken out of the Memorial Fund.



The Mission and Nurture Committee reported that they are holding a Family &
Friends event on Saturday, May 12 in the morning/noon time. Everyone is
invited to come to help prepare the community garden for the 2018 season. See
details in article on page 4.



Decided to meet with David Bennett, Resource Presbyter, to discussion possible
ways to go about visioning/planning for the future on May 15. Then, on May 22
will meet at 6:30 p.m. to conduct any other business.



Discussed having an outdoor worship service held on the church grounds on
Sunday, Aug. 5. Stuart Price will talk to the Worship Committee about this. A
picnic will be held afterwards. The Nurture Committee is willing to take care of
the picnic arrangements and the Mission/Outreach Committee will work on
advertising this.

Member News
Congratulations
To the proud and happy
Straders, Kathie and Jim! They
announce an addition to their
family, a new great grandson,
Michael Kent Freeman, born to
Samantha and Scott Freeman
on April 15, 2018.
A Note from the Williams
Our grandson, Dennis Hoover,
is Youth Pastor at the Church
on the Rock in Oneida, NY.
He, along with six others, will
be making a Mission trip to
Xi'An, China on June 1st to
share the Gospel of Jesus with Chinese
students attending college there. If anyone
is interested in helping to defray the cost
and would like to make a donation, no
matter how small, please see Barb Williams.

Any Grads to Announce??
Anyone who would like to
share with our readers those
family members who will be
graduating this 2018, let the
church office know so that they
may be printed in the June
newsletter, deadline May 15th.
You
may
e-mail
the
information or leave a note at
the office.
Thank you
I am happy to be welcomed
back after my absence from
the office due to my fall on
ice. Thank you all for your
comforting concerns and
acknowledgments.
Thank you Pastor
Libby and to everyone who assisted with
the things I was not here to do because of
what was an unforeseen circumstance.
Linda White

May 2018
MEETINGS &
EVENTS
MAY 3

Handbell Choir will meet from
5:40 —6:40 pm Thursday, but
will not meet the rest of May
because director, Nancy
Boynton will be away.
Practice will resume in June.

MAY 6

Our monthly Communion will
be at worship on Sunday,

MAY 9
The Book Study will meet at
noon.

MAY 9
The Mission
Committee will
meet Wednesday
at 6:00 pm.

MAY 10

Ascension of the Lord is
on Thursday.

MAY 12
Work on preparing the
garden beds and have lunch
from 10:00 am—1:00 pm.
More on page 4.

MAY 13
Mother’s Day will be
celebrated.
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MAY 15
This meeting of the
Session Tuesday at
6:30 pm will present
David Bennett, the
Resource Presbyter, on future
visioning and planning.

MAY 16
The Book Study will meet
at noon.
Craft Club Meeting at
5:30 pm.

MAY 20
This is the Day of
Pentecost.

MAY 20
Join us for Fellowship
Hour in Friendship Hall
following worship. Group
B will be providing goodies to eat.

MAY 22

Regular Session Meeting
at 6:30 pm.

MAY 27
It is Trinity Sunday.

MAY 28
Monday we give honor on
the Memorial Day Holiday.
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Church Wide Community Garden/
Family and Friends Event
May 12, 2018

10:00 am—Work in the garden
Those (members and community members) with plots are
encouraged to come and prep their beds. Help is
also needed in weeding around the fence and
getting set up for the season. Bring your gloves
and gardening tools.

12:00 noon—Lunch
All are invited for a time of fellowship including those not working on
the garden. Sandwich makings and drinks will be provided. You are
encouraged to bring a cold side dish or dessert to share.
It would be helpful if you signed up letting us know if you will be
present for the lunch. Sign up sheet is in Friendship Hall.

Lectionary Texts for May 2018

May Birthdays
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May 6
6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98;
1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
May 13
7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1;
1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19
May 20
Day of Pentecost

Cindy Drew
Phillip Compeau
Doris Miller
John Greenwood
Sally Cornish
Jordan Siver
Nancy Boynton
Mary Schweitzer

May 4
May 5
May 6
May 7
May 7
May 11
May 18
May 31

May Anniversaries

Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 104 24-34, 35b
Acts 2:1-21, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 27
Trinity Sunday
John 14:16-17
2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Richard & Elsie Zehr
May 10
Mike & Anne Ciscell
May 22
Sunday Flowers Sign Up

May Hospital Calling List

Week of…
May 6

Lorie Autote

May 13

Kathie Strader

May 20

Kathie Compeau

May 27

Jeannie Greenwood

The 2018 flower schedule is on the
bulletin board in the hallway. The
fee for the flowers is $10.00.
Please give the office your bulletin
information and the fee for the
flowers.
Please place your money in a yellow
Flower Fund envelope found to the
left of the flower schedule and put it
in the secretary’s mailbox or in the
collection plate during worship. Do
not leave any money on
the secretary’s desk.
May Flower Delivery
Kathie Strader

Prayer Chain

Caring
for the
C on g r e gation

Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform
our members of special church news and prayer
requests.
Please e-mail
(stonep@centralny.twcbc.com) or
phone (788-5630) the office if you
would like to be part of our prayer
ministry or if you have a prayer
request.

Ruling Elders on the Session

The Pastor and the spiritual leaders
place a priority on visiting hospitalized
members of the congregation. While
Samaritan Medical Center Chaplain
calls when he knows someone from
Stone Presbyterian Church is in this
facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer
provide
information
on
admissions and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be visited
in the hospital or while recovering at
home or at a care center. Also, if you
or someone you know would enjoy a
visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone the
church office (788-5630),

Class of 2019
Jessica Branche
Jon Hall
Kathie Strader
Class of 2020
Jeannie Greenwood
Stuart Price
Bob Siver
Class of 2021
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins
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Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the collection plate
on Sunday.

The Annual Church Picnic
& Blessing of the Gardens
will be held after worship on
Sunday, June 3, 2018.
Hot Dogs, Hamburgs, Drinks, and Table Service will be provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Sign up sheets will
be in Friendship Hall. All are welcome to join us.

