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Even though we have not gathered together in
the building to worship, the ministry and mission
of Stone Presbyterian Church continues. The
Session wants to remind you that we depend on
everyone’s tithes and pledges, no matter the size,
so the ministry can continue.
You are welcome to mail in your tithe or pledge to the church. Those with church
envelopes remember that they are addressed and all you need to do is add the
stamp. Also, the church office is open Tuesdays – Fridays from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. The
Stewardship Committee makes sure deposits are made weekly.
We are aware that everyone’s finances have been affected
by the Coronavirus situation. Only give as you are
able. Blessings and Thank you.
Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others,
as good managers of the varied grace of God. – 1 Peter 4:10

Worship is Still Happening…
No, we are not gathering in the sanctuary for
worship but it is still happening.

On a weekly basis Pastor Libby is video taping
worship which includes music, thanks to our
organists and handbell director.
With the
technology help of Nell Moses, it is posted on
YouTube. For those with email, a “link” is sent out
late Saturday for the Sunday’s service; so you can
watch it at your convenience.
For those who do not have an email address, we
are mailing a paper copy of the service (sorry no
music) during the following week. If you are not
getting the worship service either way please call
the office and let Linda or Pastor Libby know, so
that we can make sure you receive it one way or
another.
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As you can image a lot of my “pondering” these days is related to the Corona Virus.
*How do I adapt to lead worship these days? Never thought I would be video
taping and posting on a weekly basis. Thanks to my daughter I am having a level of
success in getting this accomplished.
*What “message” will help people during these times? I am assuming lots of hope.
Lately the Psalms have been a source of hope and inspiration for me.
*How do I provide pastoral care? My usual response when I hear of someone in
need is to get in the car and go to the hospital or home. Now I am making calls on a
regular basis and leading prayer times via Zoom.
The list goes on…
But what I have been pondering this week is the issue of patience. I am
worried. From what I am reading online and seeing in the news people are starting to
run out of patience. They are tired of the stay at home restrictions. People who are not
able to earn money to pay the bills are worried which causes stress and lose of patience.
We all are human and get to our “breaking point” at times. Unfortunately, at times
this means we are not as “civil/respectful” with each other. Our individual needs become
our primary concern rather than thinking about the needs of the greater society.
This all reminds me of Moses from the Old Testament. He has led the Israelites out
of Egypt and they are wandering in the wilderness to the Promise Land. There was no
map or time table Moses just led them following God’s lead. They sure got tired of
wandering and not knowing. There were times that they complained of lack of food and
water.
Scripture tells us that God provided for the Israelites. For me, that is where the
hope is. God will provide. During this Eastertide season we remember that God provided
for all of us through the death and resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Psalm 118:1-4

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the LORD say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”

Peace and Grace,
Pastor Libby

P.S. I miss being “physically” in your presence. I am thankful for other ways we have
connected; phone, Zoom, and notes. Remember that you all are in my prayers.
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Pastor Elizabeth Moses invites you to a Zoom meeting.
Topic: Gatherings for Prayer/Scripture
When: Tuesdays @ 9:30 a.m. or
Thursdays @ 6:00 p.m.
This is a “big conference call” using your home phone or
via the internet (Ipad, computer, cell phone).
During this time, we read/meditate on the daily lectionary scripture and
share in a time of prayer.

Here’s How
1. To join either gathering via computer/Ipad/Iphone:
Please contact Pastor Libby (618-294-6878 or
pastorlibbymoses@gmail.com). She will send you a link.
2.

To join either gathering via phone (landline or non-smart phone):
Call #646-8769923
On Tuesdays (May 5 & 12) enter meeting id 563-515-881
Password 267855
On Thursdays (May 7) enter meeting id 345-949-947
Password 623528
On Tuesdays (May 19 – June 30) enter meeting id 960-3591-1486
Password 126510
On Thursdays (May 14 – June 25) enter meeting id 980-3898-4651

In all cases there will be a delay while you are “let in” to the meeting…
hang tight.
If you have a problem call Pastor Libby at 618-294-6878.

Lectionary for May 2020
MAY BIRTHDAYS
Cindy Sealing
Phillip Compeau
Doris Miller
John Greenwood
Jordan Siver
Nancy Boynton

May 4
May 5
May 6
May 7
May 11
May 18

May 10 - Mother’s Day
Acts 7:55-60;
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16;
1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
Richard & Elsie Zehr
Mike & Anne Ciscell
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May 3 –
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23;
1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10

May 10
May 22

May 17 Acts 17:22-31,Psalm 66:8-20;
1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21
May 24 Acts 1:6-14;
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35;
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11;
John 17:1-11

CONGRATULATIONS
Susan Bell announces
the birth of her new
great-grandson,
Garrison Tyler Bell,

May 31– Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or
Numbers 11:24-30;
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or
Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or
John 7:37-39

born 2/25/2020.

PRAYER REQUEST
CONDOLENCES

Please pray for the healing and
recovery of Barb Milton, who
has had surgery for a broken
hip. Give strength to Barb and

Our sympathies go to the
families of Wayne Burkard,
brother of Chris Dear and
Kathie Strader He passed away on
Sunday, April 19th.

her caregiver husband Will at
this time.

May Meetings & Events
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Our church meetings and activities have not resumed this
May 2020, due to the unprecedented occurrence of the
COVID 19 pandemic, which has put a halt on all countries
around the world.

May’s celebratory days on our calendars are these:
Mother’s Day—
Ascension of the Lord—
Memorial Day—
Day of Pentecost—

Sunday, May 10th
Thursday, May 21st
Monday, May 25th
Sunday, May 31st

As the bright sun and God’s light shines upon us,
we want to freely enjoy going about as it springs
forth; but, we keep in mind that we must be on
our watch with an ever unwelcomed presence
still with us.
As we continue this time of social distancing,
please keep in mind to call those you know...on the
phone, or text them, or skype with them, or email
them. Keep in touch.
Keep yourselves healthy—walk outdoors in the wide
open spaces—close to home, or away, but not in
crowded places. Follow the guidelines of our health
officials.
I consider myself fortunate to be working here at
my church computer in near solitude, happy to
greet you in this newsletter. Linda White

All things must pass.

Session Update from their April 21, 2020 Meeting
Page 6

Session
Update:
The Session met via Zoom on April 21 at
6 p.m. The following was discussed and/or
approved.
*Pastor Libby opened the meeting with the
reading of a Psalm and prayer.
*It was shared that the application for
funds through the Payroll Protection
Program was processed by Watertown
Savings Bank and was approved. The
funds will be received with in a day or
two. Thank you to Bob Siver, Chris Dear
and Stuart Price for their part in getting
this done.
*It was shared that an application for dues
relief was submitted to the Board of
Pensions. It was approved that Stone
Presbyterian Church be granted a 3
month relief. This is what is paid for the
minister’s Pension and Medical.
*Pastor Libby has been taping worship
services and posting them. Phones calls
to check in with members is being done
on a regular basis. Scripture/Prayer time
and Bible Study are being held via Zoom.

*There was discussion about having a
worship service (maybe Memorial Day
Week-end Sunday) in the parking lot with
everyone staying in their cars. Session
members are looking into ways that this
might be made possible.
*Maxine Perkins shared about how many
masks the Helping Hands Ladies have
made and distributed. Some
organizations that have received them
have made financial donations. They
continue to make them. We are so
thankful for this ministry.
*Bob Siver shared about setting up for
individuals to be able to make
contributions to the church via an online
portal. This will be set up through the
Presbyterian Foundation. The Session
approved this. The application is being
completed and sent in. Watch for more
information in the future. This will be a
way to make your pledge/tithe
contributions to the church.
*Approved that addition $500 be allotted
for Coaching for the Session and Pastor as
we continue to move forward with the
New Beginnings and this unique time of
ministry.

Notice on Face Masks
Do you have any 100% Cotton material or
elastic (1/2 inch or smaller) sitting in your
closet?
The Helping Hands Ladies could use it so they can continue to
make the masks. If you do, please contact Maxine Perkins
(315-661-6860). She can make arrangements to pick it up.

We’re
!
‘em out
rolling

For those needing a mask, they are available in several sizes
at the church.

Thank you for your donations.

Prayer Chain
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Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform
our members of special church news and prayer
requests.
Please e-mail
(stonep@centralny.twcbc.com) or
phone (315-788-5630) the office if
you would like to be part of our
prayer ministry or if you have a
prayer request.

Caring
f o r th e C on g r e gati on
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders place a
priority on visiting hospitalized members of
the congregation. While Samaritan Medical
Center Chaplain calls when he knows
someone from Stone Presbyterian Church is
in this facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer provide information on admissions
and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if someone you
know should be visited in the hospital or
while recovering at home or at a care center.
Also, if you or someone you know would
enjoy a visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone the
church office (788-5630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Ruling Elders
on the Session
Class of 2021
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins
Class of 2022
Kathie Strader
Class of 2023
Bob Siver
Roxanne Young
Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

Worship Ministers
Pastor The Reverend
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses
Organists
Chris Hyde-Hall and
Ghilyana Dordzhieva
Choir Director
Jeannie Greenwood
Handbell Choir Director
Nancy Boynton

Email
Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com

Office
315-788-5630

Website
www.stonepreschurch.com

Office Hours
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M.
Tuesday - Friday

Facebook
StonePresbyterianChurch

Church Staff
Secretary Linda White
Sexton Francis Conti

Called by God to welcome, nurture, and serve in the name of Christ.

