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Pastor’s Pondering…
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Lent… Going Back to the Basics
The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and selfexamination in preparation for the celebration of the resurrection
of the Lord at Easter. It is a period of 40 days. (The Sundays in
Lent are not counted in this reckoning of the time between Ash
Wednesday and Easter, as every Lord’s Day is a celebration of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.)
In the early church, Lent was a time of preparation for the
celebration of baptism at the Easter Vigil. In many communities
of faith, it remains a time to equip and nurture candidates for
baptism and confirmation and to reflect deeply on the theme of
baptismal discipleship.
For those of us who are already believers (have been believers
for a long time) it is helpful to go back to the basics and review
them. Maturity and life experience can give us a fresh perspective
that can enrich our faith.
One of the first things we learn is the Lord’s Prayer. We say it
almost every Sunday in worship. I admit it… at times I say it by
rote not thinking about the meaning behind the words I am
praying. To that end during Lent (March 10 – April 14) each
worship service will focus on a different part of the Lord’s Prayer.
We will explore the meaning and what Christ called us to in
teaching this to his disciples and is passed along to us.
Lent is not just a time to give up things. It is also a time to take
on things that help us grow in our faith; which is a life-long
process. May you be challenged/inspired to pray the Lord’s
Prayer through new “lens.”
++++Ash Wednesday Service
Like last year, a “drop in” worship
service is going to be offered. It will
be held from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary. You are welcomed
to come at any time during this twohour period.
A bulletin will be
provided to guide you through an
Ash Wednesday worship experience.
It is meant to be contemplative with
soft music playing. The bulletin will

March 6, 2019++++

include silently prayers to be read
silently, scripture readings with
guided questions to ponder, a
poem, imposition of the ashes by
Rev. Moses and communion served
by an Elder. You are welcomed to
stay for as long or short as you are
spiritually moved.
If you have any questions please
contact Rev. Moses.

Sunday Flowers Sign Up
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The 2019 flower schedule
is on the bulletin board in
the hallway.

Session Meeting
Highlights...
At the February 29th Session
Meeting the following happened...
● Action was taken to remove Karen
Hall, Chris Autote and Lori Autote
from the church membership roll.
● It was decided that $1000 from the
Selmer Fund be donated to the Bodah
Family Memorial Fund being
administered by Watertown Saving
Bank.

The fee for the flowers is $10.00.
Please give the office your bulletin
information and the fee for the flowers.
Please place your money in a yellow
Flower Fund envelope found to the left
of the flower schedule and put it in the
secretary’s mailbox or in the collection
plate during worship. Do not leave any
money on the secretary’s desk.
Flower Delivery Schedule for
March 2019
Cindy (Drew) Sealings

● Approved building use request by the
Quilting Guild – April 24 and May 19.
● Approved that the Benevolence
Account be closed out and the
remaining funds be put into the
General Fund. All benevolence/
mission items will be paid out of the
General Account.
● Discussed how important the New
Beginning Program is going to be as
we look to the future. The date for
the assessment is being worked on
and we should know something with
in the next ten days (hopefully).
March Hospital Calling List

Kathie Strader
Kathie Strader
Kathie Compeau
Richard Zehr
Chris Dear

Week of:
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Watertown Urban Mission
Your donations of 36 items and
9 coats were delivered to the
Urban Mission. Cold weather
wear
is
always
needed.
However...the Mission is
still in need of...
WARM WINTER COATS!
Mostly XLG, 2XL adults and large
children’s gently used coats and boots.
If you have any totes that aren't being
used, they can be used in Critical Needs
and also the Food Pantry needs plastic
bags.
The Mission appreciates all we do for
them.
Critical Needs Program
This program is in need of your
donations of Kleenex, toilet
paper, razors, laundry detergent,
tooth brushes. Personal hygiene
items are always
needed along with cleaning
supplies.

MARCH 2019 MEETINGS & EVENTS

March 3

It is the Transfiguration of the Lord
Sunday. During worship there will be
Communion.

March 6, 13, 20, and 27

On Wednesdays we will have the
noon Bible Study Meetings.
(see article)

March 6

It is Ash Wednesday, the
beginning of the Lenten season.
A Drop In Service will be from
4:30—6:30 pm. (see front page article)

March 7, 14, 21, and 28
On Thursdays there will be
Handbell Choir Rehearsals
from 5:40 pm—6:40 pm.

March 9 (see article)
Family and Friends Dinner will
be Saturday, March 9, at 5:30 pm.
March 10 Spring forward
Daylight Saving time begins
It is the First Sunday in Lent.
After our worship we will have a
Fellowship Hour, during
which we will celebrate Cindy
(Drew) and Randy Sealings wedding.
Group A will bring refreshments, and a
cake will be provided. A basket for cards
will be available.
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Lenten Study-Seven Last Words
Wednesdays at Noon
(March 6 – April 17, 2019)
We will explore and discuss
Christ’s seven last words while
on earth.
As we discuss, meditate and pray
about them, we will color posters
which will be used during the
Maundy Thursday Service on
April 18, 2019.
Bring your sack lunch and join
us. No coloring talent necessary.

Family and Friends Dinner
Saturday, March 9, 2019
5:30 p.m.
Meal:
Provided will be turkey, dressing,
drinks, and place settings will also be
provided. Please bring a side dish or
dessert to share.

Program:
Rev. Casey Carbone (associate pastor
at 1st Presbyterian Church,
Watertown) will provide us with some
folk music.

March 17

There will be the Baptism
of Harrison Dalton during
Sunday worship.

March 19

A Pastoral Care Committee will
meet at 5:30 pm. Session will meet
Tuesday at 6:30 pm.

March 20

The Nurture Committee will
meet at 5:00 pm Wednesday.

He primarily plays a 12-string guitar
and a plectrum banjo while he sings.
Folk musicians such as Pete Seeger
and Woody Guthrie have helped
shaped his love of music; as Casey
views these songs as a way to tell
stories and give hope in a world that
sometimes feels hopeless.

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering...
It’s that time of year when we will soon be
observing Lent, that period of 40 days that
leads us to Easter. A very important
element of the Lenten Season is becoming
aware of not only the suffering and sacrifice
of Christ but also to the suffering of others.
Received during the season of Lent (March
6 - April 21) One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS) helps to improve the lives of
people around the world. The three
programs supported by OGHS are the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the

Lectionary for March 2019

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and SelfDevelopment of People. From initial
disaster response to ongoing community
development, the three work together to
provide safety, sustenance, and hope to
those in need.
Stone Presbyterian Church's goal is $2000.
Your donations during this time of Lent are
the single largest way that Presbyterians
can come together to work for a better
world. We do make a difference.
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March Birthdays

March 3
Transfiguration of the Lord
Exodus 34:29-35;
Luke 9:28-36
March 10
1st Sunday of Lent

Old Testament Lesson:
Isaiah 55:1-9;
New Testament Lesson: Luke 13:1-9

Mike Quirk
Glenn Chapman
Jessica Branche
Cheyne Nicholas
Joanne Woodward
Krystal Siver
Alan Whitcomb
Elsie Zehr
Aubrey Reed
Harper Reed
JoAnne Reed
Amy O’Connor
Patricia Tyrrell
Bruce Tyrrell
William O’Connor
Aimee Martini
Robert Schweitzer

March 31
4rd Sunday of Lent

March Anniversaries

Old Testament Lesson:
Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
New Testament Lesson: Luke 4:1-13
March 17
2nd Sunday of Lent
Old Testament Lesson:
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18;
New Testament Lesson: Luke 13:31-35
March 24
3rd Sunday of Lent

Old Testament Lesson: Joshua 5:9-12
New Testament Lesson:
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Brendan & Elizabeth Hall
March 17

March 2
March 6
March 8
March 8
March 8
March 10
March 12
March 14
March 15
March 16
March 16
March 22
March 25
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 29

Prayer Chain
Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform
our members of special church news and prayer
requests.
Please e-mail
(stonep@centralny.twcbc.com) or
phone (788-5630) the office if you
would like to be part of our prayer
ministry or if you have a prayer
request.
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Please Save Newspapers
to use as weed block under
the wood chips in the
Community Garden. Papers
may be left in the container
labeled “Community Garden
Newspapers” in Friendship
Hall.

Ruling Elders on the Session
Class of 2020
Jeannie
Greenwood
Stuart Price
Bob Siver
Class of 2021
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins

Class of 2022
Kathie Strader

Clerk of
Session
Chris Dear

Thank you all in advance for
your help with this project.
Please contact Pat Conti
(315) 782-5847 with any
questions.

Caring
f o r th e C on g r e gati on
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders place a
priority on visiting hospitalized members of
the congregation. While Samaritan Medical
Center Chaplain calls when he knows
someone from Stone Presbyterian Church is
in this facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer provide information on admissions
and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if someone you
know should be visited in the hospital or
while recovering at home or at a care center.
Also, if you or someone you know would
enjoy a visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone the
church office (788-5630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Winter Weather
Services
Cancellation Policy
When our North Country
winter weather is deemed
“frightful” by the Clerk of
Session and Pastor, Stone
Church will not hold Sunday
worship services.
You will find notices of the
cancellation on WWNY
(channel 7), Time Warner
Cable News (channel 10),
Newzjunky (internet), and
radio station WTNY.

