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Pastor’s Pondering… 
 
 What roles does prayer have in your life; personal and professional? 
 

 Been thinking about it lately due to two things. 1. The Wednesday 
Bible Study group has been reading about and discussing the tropic of 
prayer.  2. The Session has been reading the book “Autopsy of a 
Deceased Church”.  One of the chapters asks the question “does the 
congregation pray together?” 

  

The book being read by the Wednesday group challenges the reader 
to spend at least ten minutes a day in conversation/prayer with God.  
The author also outlines a six step prayer process for those who are not 
sure where to start. 1. Thank God for what you are most grateful that 
day.  2. Revisit the times of the past day when you were not the best 
version of yourself.  3. Explore what God might be trying to say to you 
through an experience that day.  4. Ask God for forgiveness for any 
wrongs committed. 5. Speak with God about how he is inviting you to 
change your life.  6.  Lift up others in need.  7. Close with Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 If I remember correctly when the Session discussed the question 
about the congregation praying together initially there was a positive 
response.  We do pray in worship; prayer of confession, Prayer of the 
People with the Lord’s Prayer, Great Prayer of Thanksgiving when 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper…  We do have a process for emailing 
prayer concerns/joy and we have the monthly prayer calendar but that 
is for personal prayer.  The Session did indicate that we as groups could 
do a better job taking time to pray.  I will admit we never did come up 
with a “vision” of what that might look like.  So, I wonder what “vision”/
suggestions you might have.  

 

 As I indicated in my sermon on May 16 prayer should be the 
foundation and starting point of every decision in the life of the church 
and in the life of each one of us.  When we lead with our foot forward 
and our hearts lifted to God, God always manifest his will.   Let us 
pray…. 

Peace and Grace, 
Pastor Libby 
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              Session Meeting Highlights:  

 
 

  

► The April meeting minutes and 

financial reports were 

approved. 

► With thanksgiving for his 

service, the Session accepted 

the resignation of Dick Zehr as 

the treasurer for the Memorial 

Fund and in serving on the 

Advisory Committee for the 

Invested Funds. 

► Chapters 8 and 9 of book “The 

Autopsy of a Deceased Church” 

were discussed. 

► In light of the CDC and State 

guidelines in regards to social 

distancing/face mask wearing 

changes in the protocol at the 

church building were 

discussed.                             

See article on page 4. 

► A Picnic in the Prayer Garden 

fellowship time on Sunday, 

June 13 will be held. 

► A possible project for 

Watertown Urban Mission was 

discussed.  Further information 

is being gathered before a 

decision is made. 

► Funds to purchase flowers for 

the outside the church building 

were approved. 

► Pastor Libby will be on vacation 

June 23 – July 6.  Rev. Toby 

Schilling to preach on June 27 

and Rev. Gail Parsons will 

preach on July 4. 

                          Rev. Libby Moses 

Page 2 

At its meeting on May 18 the Session discussed and 

decided  the following.... 

► The meeting was opened with a 

devotion and prayer led by 

Maxine Perkins. 



 

Wednesday 
     Noon   
Bible Study 
The group is starting a 

     New Study on June 2.   

"Japinga acquaints readers with the 

women of the Bible. From faithful forerunners like Anna and Elizabeth to 

female disciples like the sisters Mary, Martha, and Mary Magdalene to first-

generation followers like Lydia and Dorcas, readers will encounter a wealth of 

foremothers in the faith in all their messy, yet redeemable, humanity. This 

Bible study introduces and retells every female character who contributes to 

one or more New Testament stories, diving deeply into what each woman’s 

story means for us today with questions for reflection and discussion." 

Anyone is welcomed to join us zia Zoom for this study.   

JUNE MEETINGS & EVENTSJUNE MEETINGS & EVENTS  

Stone Presbyterian Church Handbell Choir Rehearsals  
Under the direction of Nancy Boynton, meetings for June are: 

 Wednesday, June 2 —  5:00—6:00 pm 

(change) Monday, June 7 — 5:30—6:30 pm 

 Wednesday, June 16 — 5:00—6:00 pm 

 Wednesday, June 23 — 5:00—6:00 pm 

Wednesday, June 30  — 5:00—6:00 pm 

SUMMER WORSHIP TIME 10:00 AM SUMMER WORSHIP TIME 10:00 AM ——  BEGINS JUNE 6thBEGINS JUNE 6th  

This time will be through September 5thThis time will be through September 5th  

                We will have Communion during We will have Communion during   

                              June 6th worship serviceJune 6th worship service  

We will be reading and discussing 

"From Daughters to Disciples - 
Women's Stories from the New 

Testament"       by Lynn Japinga. 
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Evening Scripture/Prayer Group 

held Thursdays on Zoom  

June 3 and 17, at 6 p.m.  

No meetings on June 10, June 24, July 1  

 

All are invited to join the group as we read scripture and share in prayer.   

We gather via Zoom.  You can connect via internet or regular telephone.   

Contact Pastor Libby for the information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Helping Hands Meetings for June 

 June 8 and June 22 at 6:00 pm 

Hope to see all those interested there. Please 

bring any new ideas or agencies that might 

need our help. Thanks.   

JUNE MEETINGS & EVENTSJUNE MEETINGS & EVENTS  

 

New CDC Guidelines for Church Visiting 
Dear Stone Presbyterian Church Family and Friends, 

As we are all aware the CDC and state of New York has come out with new 
recommendations/guidelines for distancing and facemask wearing.  The Session met 
on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 and discussed what protocol we will follow at the church. 

We will no longer be asking people to take their temperature or sign-in upon entering 
the building.  Face masks are no longer required.  However, we understand that there 
are those who would feel most comfortable wearing them; it is a personal choice.  We 
will continue to maintain distancing when worshipping in the sanctuary.  The hymnals 
and Bibles will be back in the pews.  When we have communion we will still have 
participants pick up their elements at the door upon entering the sanctuary.  We are 
asking offering/tithes continue to be placed in the offering plates at the doors.   

 If you have any questions, please contact a Session Member or Pastor Libby 

            Peace and Grace, 

On behalf of the Session 

Pastor Libby and Clerk Chrissy Dear 



 

We will have a  Session Meeting  in-person 

on Tuesday, June 15th, at 6:30 pm. 

Having just finished a study on the importance of 
prayer in our lives, the Wednesday Noon Bible 
Study group is going to watch the movie “War 
Room” which centers on the role and importance of 
prayer.  This 2015 movie was written by Alex and 
Stephen Kendrick, directed by Alex Kendrick and 
stars Priscilla C. Shirer, T.C. Stallings and Karen 
Abercrombie.  You are invited to join us in    
Friendship Hall June 10 at 5:30 p.m.   

Feel free to bring a comfortable lawn chair to sit in 
and dinner/munchies to eat while watching the 
movie.  It is a two hour movie. 
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      Picnic in the Prayer Garden…Picnic in the Prayer Garden…Picnic in the Prayer Garden…   

June 13, 2021June 13, 2021June 13, 2021   
Following Worship—Everyone is 

invited/encouraged to bring a 

picnic/bag lunch and join in a time of 

fellowship.  Drinks will be provided.  

Tables and chairs will be set up, but you 

are invited to bring a lawn chair to use.   

Let’s enjoy each other’s company  

and God’s creation. 

MOVIE AT STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

          June 10 at 5:30 pm 
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JUNE LECTIONARY 
June 6 

Psalm 138 

1 Samuel 8:4-11 
 

June 13 

Psalm 20 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
 

June 20 

Psalm 9:9-20 

1 Samuel 17:32-49 
                         Preacher will be 

June 27  Rev. Toby Schilling 
Psalm 130 
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christine Dear June 1 

Alice Draper June 4 

Corey Reed June 7 

Shirley Fay June 9 

Doug Howland June 9 

Roger Young June 9 

Susan Bell June 13 

Joshua Dalton June 14 

Eleanor Harowicz June 21 

Dawley DeMar  June 23 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan & JoAnne Reed  

June 12 

 

William & Amy O’Connor
 June 16 

 

Jon & Karen Hall  

June 17 

 

Matthew & Vanessa Siver
 June 17 

 

Rev. Bruce & Elizabeth Smith 

June 24 

SANCTUARY 

FLOWER SIGN-UP 
We have resumed our sanctuary 
Sunday flowers with in-person 

worship. 
 

The sign-up flower chart is in 
Fellowship Hall.  

$20.00  is the 
NEW COST  
for the flowers 

                 Please turn fee in  
                    to office – 

Thank you! 



 

 

Worship Ministers 
 
Pastor The Reverend  
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses  
 
 
Organists 
Chris Hyde-Hall and 
Ghilyana Dordzhieva 
 
 
Choir Director 
Jeannie Greenwood 
 
 
Handbell Choir Director 
Nancy Boynton 
 
 
Church Staff 
 
Secretary   Linda White 
Sexton     Francis Conti 
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Class of 2022 

Kathie Strader 
 

 

Class of 2023 

Bob Siver 

Roxanne Young 

 

Class of 2024  

Orvis Calhoun 

Chris Dear 

Maxine Perkins 

 

Clerk of Session  

Chris Dear  

  

Ruling Elders 

 on the Session 
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Office 
315-788-5630 
 
Email  
Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com  
 
Facebook 
StonePresbyterianChurch 
 
Website 
www.stonepreschurch.com 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 
Tuesday - Friday 
 

Caring for the 
Congregation 

The Pastor and the spiritual 

leaders place a priority on 

visiting hospitalized members 

of the congregation. While 

Samaritan Medical Center 

Chaplain calls when he knows 

s o m e o n e  f r o m  S t o n e 

Presbyterian Church is in this 

facility, as a general rule 

hospitals no longer provide 

information on admissions 

and dismissals.  

Please notify the church office 

if someone you know should 

be visited in the hospital or 

while recovering at home or at 

a care center.  Also, if you or 

someone you know would 

enjoy a visit from Pastor Libby 

or a Ruling Elder, or would 

a p p r e c i a t e  r e c e i v i n g 

communion at home, please 

phone the church office (788-

5630),  

e-mail the church office 

(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com)

, or place a note in the  

collection plate on Sunday.  

REMINDER:  

Our monthly 

Newsletter Deadline 

for your articles is 

the 15th of the 

month. 
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