Stone Presbyterian Church
140 Chestnut Street, Watertown, NY 13601
Sunday Worship Service 10:45 am

June 2020 Newsletter
Pastor’s Pondering...Star Word:
Imagination...
That is the star word given to me for 2020; thanks to a friend and colleague. Never
would I have thought that this word would be so “significant” for this year; the year of
Covid-19. I never thought I would be videotaping myself preaching on a regular basis or
not going to the hospital when someone was there. Leading prayer gatherings and Bible
Studies via Zoom; who would have thought. I have a feeling that we all can agree that no
matter how this all plays out life will never go back to the way it was. There will be a new
“normal” which means change is going to occur. Change is hard and we don’t necessarily
like it or see the benefit to it. We don’t like being told no; that we can’t do something we
have done and has become a part of who we are and how we interact with others. I think
how hard it is going to be not to shake someone’s hand or give them a hug especially
members of our church family. No matter when we begin gathering again at the church,
how we go about being together and worshiping our Triune God will be different in the
way it looks, feels, and is experienced.
So, this is where my “star word”, imagination, comes into play. Even now as we
prepare to have the “pause” on our lives being slowly taken off, we need to start imagining
what new and creative ways we can be the “church” in ministry and mission as we move
into the future. Should we try a “drive-in” worship service in the parking lot? What will
worship be like without a choir singing or the congregation singing hymns? What do we
do to adjust worship so it is still the meaningful experience it has been? What do we need
to have in place and do to make sure the building is “sanitary” so people will feel
comfortable (not afraid) to come into the building?
We have to imagine and be creative. The scriptures tell us that we need to worship
God with our hearts, souls and minds. We have to use good common sense along with
creativity. One of the ordination vows for Elders, Deacons, and Teaching Elders
(ministers) affirm is: Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy,
intelligence, imagination, and love? The Elders on Session and I, as Teaching Elder, take
this vow very seriously. As we make decisions in regards to moving forward we will pray
for all and seek to serve with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. The decisions
that have to be made will not be easy but we trust that our Triune God will inspire and
guide us.
Peace and Grace,
Pastor Libby
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I hope I find everyone well as we social distance ourselves
during this pandemic. We have all had to become a little
techie to stay in touch with each other. Stone Presbyterian
Church is alive and well. Our Church is staying active in
God’s work. With all our personal challenges, we still need
to support our Church. You can still use your envelopes
and mail them to the Church.

To keep up with the times, the Stewardship Committee has been
working with the Presbyterian Foundation. We have set up online
giving. If you wish you can now pay your pledge or give a donation
through our website. (see address on page 9)

How does that work?
You can go to our website’s home page. At the top of the page you
select the donate button. The first time you wish to donate online you
do the following.
On the right side of the drop-down page you select a profile. Once you
have filled out the profile and created a log in and password, you can
make a donation. You can fill out the donation amount and make a
couple of selections about your donation.
You can check your account at any time by logging into your account.
A statement will be sent to you at the end of the year for your taxes.
Included in this newsletter, on the following two pages, you will see
more information on Frequently Asked Questions. Hopefully, this will
answer all your questions about online giving. If you still have
questions, call the Church office and I will get in touch with you and get
you answers to your questions.

Bob Siver, Treasurer

GIVE+Church

FAQs for donors - Making Donations Using GivePlus Church
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Where can I download the GivePlus Church app?
GivePlus Church is available through the App Store and Google Play. Search for “GivePlus Church” to
download the app, then be sure to allow access to location services if you’d like to use the app’s Find
Churches Near Me feature.

Is the GivePlus Church app free to use?
Yes! The app is free to download and you are not charged a fee to make donations using the app. Simply
search for “GivePlus Church” in the App Store or Google Play to find it quickly.

How do I find my church in the app?
When you open the GivePlus Church app for the first time, you will be prompted to enter the name of the
church you want to give to. You can enter as much of your church name as you know, and then select your
church from the list. Or, use the Find Churches Near Me feature to search for churches in your area. If you
cannot access this feature, go to your phone’s Settings > GivePlus and allow the app to access your
location.

Will I have to search for my church every time I want to donate?
No. After you select a church, it automatically becomes your “home” or “default” church. The next time you
open the app, the church you last selected will already be displayed.

What payment methods can I use to donate?
GivePlus Church donations can be made with all major debit/credit cards currently accepted by your church.
Use your phone’s camera to quickly scan your card information or enter it manually. You can also give or
pay using your checking or savings account.

Will I receive a receipt?
If you are logged into your Give+ account you will receive a receipt via email, and you will also be able to
view transactions in your giving history.

Can I donate to another church?
Yes. If you would like to donate to another church, click the Change Church link at the bottom of the sign-in
screen or from the sidebar menu when you’re logged in. Then you can search for the church that you’d like
to donate to. Next time you open the app, simply click Change Church again to reset your “home” or
“default” church back to your regular church.

Why can’t I find the church I’d like to donate to?
If you can’t find a church, the church you are searching for may not use Vanco Payment Solutions to receive
electronic donations or may not have GivePlus Church set up with Vanco. If the church you wish to give to is
not listed, let the church know you would like to give electronically using the GivePlus Church app!

When I make a donation, is my debit/credit card or bank account
information secure?
Yes. Vanco Payment Solutions meets or exceeds all industry standards to safeguard your data. To help
ensure your data stays safe, we leverage technology such as tokenizing card data and encrypting sensitive
information for transmission and storage.

I made a mistake and donated the wrong amount. How can I get a refund?
Contact the church and they will be able to credit the amount donated in error back to your account — just
like when you return an item you bought at a store or online.

Can I set up recurring donations?
Yes – if you are logged into your Give+ account. You can select the frequency of the transaction during the
donation process. If you are giving to multiple funds, you can even set up different frequencies of recurring
donations for each fund to which you are donating.
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Can I delete or change a recurring donation?
Yes – if you are logged into your Give+ account. You will only be able to view and edit recurring donations
you set up while you were logged into the app. To make any changes to a recurring donation, simply delete
the current donation and then set up a new recurring donation with the desired changes.

Can I select the start date for my recurring or one-time donations?
Yes, when you are signed in to your Give+ account.

What donations are displayed in the app giving history?
You must first log in with your Give+ credentials for donations to appear in your giving history. The history
will then include electronic donations from either the app or Give+ Online, the church’s online giving form
from Vanco. Any electronic donations made as a guest (without logging in) will not be visible in the app’s
giving history.

CREATING AND MANAGING YOUR GIVE+ACCOUNT
Do I need to create a Give+ account?
While you can make a one-time donation as a guest, creating an account allows you to access several
convenient Give+features. Once you create an account and log in, you can securely store your debit/credit
card or checking/savings account information to quickly make future donations. You can also set up
recurring donations or review your giving history in the app. It’s really simple to create an account and only
takes a few minutes.

How do I create a Give+ account?
To create a Give+ account, you will be asked to enter your email address and create a password. In
addition, you will select whether you’d prefer to log in with your device’s Touch ID/Fingerprint or create a
PIN. An email will be sent to you to verify your email address. Click on the link sent to you via email and
you’re finished!

Is my login the same one I use for Give+ Online, my church’s online
giving form?
Once you’ve set up an account for either GivePlus Church or Give+ Online, you can use the same
credentials to log into either one. With the GivePlus Church app, you can also choose to securely and easily
log into the app using your device’s Touch ID/Fingerprint or a PIN.

I forgot my Give+ username or password. What do I do now?
Your username is the email address you used to create your Give+ account. If you can’t remember your
password, click the Forgot Password? link and follow the instructions to create a new one. If you can’t
remember your email address, contact your church for an account lookup or create a new Give+ account
with a new email address.

How do I change my password?
Log into your Give+ account with your current password. Next, go to the sidebar menu, select Account
Profile then click Change Password and follow the instructions.

How do I reset my PIN?
When you create your Give+ account, you may choose to log in with a PIN instead of a password. If you
forget your PIN, select Forgot PIN from the login screen and then log in with your password. Next, go to the
sidebar menu, select Account Profile then click Personal Information and create a new PIN.

How do I reset my Touch ID/Fingerprint?
When you create your Give+ account, you may choose to log in with the Touch ID/Fingerprint associated
with your device. If you would like to reset your Touch ID/Fingerprint, go to your device’s Settings and make
the desired changes.
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Pastor Elizabeth Moses invites you to a Zoom meeting.
Topic:
Gatherings for
Prayer/Scripture
When:
Tuesdays @ 9:30 a.m. or
Thursdays @ 6:00 p.m.
This is a “big conference call” using your home phone or
via the internet (Ipad, computer, cell phone).
During this time, we read/meditate on the daily lectionary scripture and share
in a time of prayer.

Here’s How
1. To join either gathering via computer/Ipad/Iphone:
Please contact Pastor Libby (618-294-6878 or
pastorlibbymoses@gmail.com). She will send you a link.
2.

To join either gathering via phone (landline or non-smart phone):
Call 646-876-9923
On Tuesdays (June 2-30) enter meeting id 960 3591 1486
Password 126510
On Thursdays (June 4-25) enter meeting id 980 3898 4651
Password 537152

In all cases there will be a delay while you are “let in” to the meeting…
hang tight.
If you have a problem call Pastor Libby at 618-294-6878.
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS

We have been informed that
Harley “Lee” Booth III died on
Christine Dear
Alice Draper
Corey Reed
Shirley Fay
Doug Howland
Roger Young
Susan Bell
Joshua Dalton
Eleanor Harowicz
Dawley DeMar

June 1
June 4
June 7
June 9
June 9
June 9
June 13
June 14
June 21
June 23

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

May 18, 2020.
He was a long time member of
the congregation, serving in a
variety of capacities, including
being a Deacon, an Elder,
Treasurer, and choir member.

We give thanks for his
life and offer prayers
of condolence for the
family.

Dan & JoAnne Reed
William & Amy O’Connor
Jon & Karen Hall
Matthew & Vanessa Siver
Rev. Bruce & Elizabeth Smith

June 12
June 16
June 17
June 17
June 24

For June the church secretary, Linda, will be taking
the days June 2nd and 3rd.
Pastor Libby will be taking the week of June 22nd
for vacation time off.

June Meetings & Events
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Our church meetings and activities have not resumed this
June 2020, due to the unprecedented occurrence of the
COVID 19 pandemic, which has put a halt on all countries
around the world.

June’s celebratory days on our calendars are these:
Trinity Sunday—
Father’s Day—

A chronicle of the times...
We’re now into the fourth month
of the coronavirus pandemic,
and still practicing social
distancing. Now you see all
masked faces in public. Travel
restricted
and
businesses
closed, but, four gradual phases
of reopening has begun.
We strive to survive and adapt
as time evolves. Our functions
have been disrupted, but all
things must pass.

Let’s pray
for a better
future.

Sunday, June 7th
Sunday, June 21st

Lectionary for June 2020
June 7 – Trinity Sunday
In the beginning...
Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8;
2 Corinthians 13:11-13;
Matthew 28:16-20
June 14 –
Keeping a Promise
Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7);
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;
Romans 5:1-8;
Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23)
June 21 –
Don’t Give Up—God will Provide
Genesis 21:8-21;
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17;
Roman 6:1b-11;
Matthew 10:24-39
June 28 – Preacher: Rev. David
Bennett, Resource Presbyter
Genesis 22:1-14;
Psalm 13; Roman 6:12-23;
Matthew 10:40-42

Session Update from their May 19, 2020 Meeting
Session
Update:
The Session met via Zoom on Tuesday,
May 19. The meeting was opened with
prayer led by Pastor Libby. Along with
the elders, David Bennett, Resource
Presbyter, was present.
* Minutes from the April meeting and the
April Financial report were approved.
* Before the meeting the Elders read
material forwarded to them in regard to
when churches should resume in person
worship along with other programs/
activities. Considerable time was spent
in an open and honest conversation with
each person sharing their personal
feelings. David Bennett shared
additional insights. The consensus of the
Session was that we should take things
slow… be cautious… rather then
rush. The Session is well aware of those
who really want to get back to in-person
worship. We all want to see each other
in-person. The Session continues to
remain aware of individuals’ needs and

reach out along with coming up with
creative ways of being the “church”
without being in the building.
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* The Pastoral Care committee put
together and delivered “gift baskets” to
“shut-ins”.
* Bob Siver introduced the online giving
program through the Presbyterian
Foundation/GivePlus App. Individuals
will be able to pay their pledge, make
donations, contribute a memorial using
this online application. See Bob’s article
on page 2.
* Linda White had asked for vacation June
2-5, 2020. Her plans have
changed. The Session agreed that
Pastor Libby could work with Linda in
regards to taking a couple days that
week.
* Pastor Libby’s vacation plans have
changed as her Niece’s wedding has
been moved to next summer. Pastor
Libby will be taking a week of continuing
education the week of June 22 – 28,
2020 to do some reading.
* The meeting closed in prayer.

Notice on Face Masks
The Session is asking all those entering the
church building to wear a face mask. We
want all God’s beloved to feel safe. Your
cooperation is appreciated.
For those needing a mask, they are available
in several sizes at the church.
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