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Pastor’s Pondering 
Speaking the Truth in Love 

 

 

“We must no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro 
and blown about by every 
wind of doctrine, by 
people’s trickery, by their 
craftiness in deceitful 
scheming.  But speaking 
the truth in love, we must 
grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into 
Christ, from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit 
together by every ligament 
with which it is equipped, 
as each part is working 
properly, promotes the 
body’s growth in building 
itself up in love.”  
Ephesians 4:14-16 (NRSV) 
 

 Mark Smith, the Dean 
of Students at Eckerd 
College while I attended, 
had a saying that comes to 
mind when I think about 
this passage.  He would say 
something like, “sometimes 
you need someone who 
cares enough to tell you to 
stop picking your nose.”     

Another way of thinking 
about it is that at times we  

 

 

 

 

need to have a mirror put 
before us to truly see who 
we are and what we are 
doing, both as individuals 
and groups.  Some times we 
do not like what we see.  It 
is painful to accept the 
reality.  There are times 
when what is seen is a joy. 

The above Bible 
passage has been swirling 
around in my mind and 
heart lately.  It is to the 
early Christian church in 
Ephesus which is still trying 
to learn what it means to be 
the community of Christ.  
Other writings of Paul point 
out the importance of the 
indivisibility of the “body”, 
which is made up of many 
members, and how 
important each part is.  In 
this writing, Paul addresses 
how the head and the body 
are inextricably united and 
interdependent.   
The importance of unity is 
addressed.  
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Pastor’s Pondering   Speaking the Truth in Love 

As the church back then and now 
continues to be about ministry, it needs to 
strive to bring together its differences so 
that it can do its best to share the message 
of God’s grace and love.  Sometimes this 
means addressing issues that cause 
discomfort, which is scary.  I do not know 
many who like to cause conflict.  Who likes 
to have to tell someone you have food on 
your front tooth or a zipper is undone?  We 
do not want to cause discomfort.  We much 
rather go about doing what we do with 
thinking all is well. 

But, Jesus models for us that there 
are times when pointing out things that 
need to be addressed is for the greater good.  
Jesus questions the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.  He even turned over the money 
changer’s tables in the Temple Court Yard.   

The passage in Ephesians reminds us 
that we are to point things out in a spirit 
and love; in a spirit that will allow the 
ministry to move forward.   We are to do it 
with a sense of care, love, sensitivity, 
unity... for the individual and for the greater 
good.  

In September we will be engaging in 
the next steps of the New Beginnings 
process which includes holding small group 
meeting.  They will entail having some open 
and honest conversations.  Not everyone 
will agree with all that is shared.  In fact, 
some of it will be hard for people to hear 
and even hurt feelings. 

Although it will not all be easy/
comfortable, the conversations need to 
happen.  Everyone needs to be involved in 
the conversation – younger/older, female/
male, individuals who have been members 
for years/those who joined in the past 10 
years, those in leadership roles/those who 
are in the background...even those 
homebound... Everyone... 

Trusting in our Triune God and 
speaking in the spirit of love, we can move 
forward in creating a vision for a ministry 
that shares God’s love and graces in the 
days and years to come. 

Peace and Grace, Pastor Libby 

 

Next Stage of New Beginnings 

In April we had the assessor with us.  From his visit he was able to put together a report/a 
picture of Stone Presbyterian Church.  At the end of June the leadership team attended a 
training to help understand the material and give it ideas for the next step in the process. 
 
So now we are looking forward to the second stage which will happen in September.    
During September small groups will meet; each meeting four times to discuss...   

1. Marks of a Vital Congregation   
2. The New Beginnings Assessment  
3. What it means to be Missional   
4. The Future. 

 
The Leadership Team will be setting dates and times for each of the groups to meet in 
September.  With the blessing of the Session this will be the focus for the congregation 
during September.  Unless there is a major need, committees and other programs will go 
on hiatus so all our energy can focus on this. 

If you have any questions please contact: 
Jessica Branche, Kathie Strader, or Jeannie Greenwood. 
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Lectionary for July 

Session Meeting 
Updates 

* The Session received a report regarding the New 
Beginnings Leadership Training held on May 31—
June 1.  It was agreed upon that the small group 
meetings will be held in September as not to 
conflict with summer vacations and give the 
leaders time to make sure they are prepared to 
lead the meetings.  The Session is wanting to 
make sure as many members of the congregation 
are involved as possible. The church has received 
a grant for half ($1,163.24) of the cost for the New 
Beginnings program. 

* Nurture Committee reminded everyone about the 
picnic to be held after worship on June 23. 

* Worship and Music reported an average 
attendance of 36 in worship during May.  Pastor 
Libby will be preaching a sermon series on the 
Ten Commandments through August 11. 

* The Session met with a representative from Orkin 
to discuss having the building sprayed for 
insects.  Decided to do one treatment and see if 
additional ones are needed. 

* Pastor Libby thanks everyone for their support 
and prayers upon the death of her grandmother.   

* The Session decided to offer an invitation to host 
the NNY Presbytery meeting on June 6, 2020. 

Love—Carved 

in Stones 

July 21  Lesson Six 
 
Words of Love:  
Hold Your Marriages Sacred 
 
The SeventhWord 
Scripture: Exodus 20:14, 
Genesis 2:18-25,  
and John 8:1-11  
Special Music:  
Firestorm Quartet 

July 28  Lesson Seven 
 
Words of Love:  
Do Not Steal   
 
The Eighth Word 
Scripture: Exodus 
20:15,   
and Matthew 25:31-46  
Special Music: Vocalist 
Nell Moses 

July 7  Lesson Four 
 
Words of Love:  
Don’t Trivialize My Name 
 
The Fifth Word 
Scripture: Exodus 20:12 
and Luke 9:57-62  
Special Music: Vocalist 
Debbie Miller 
 
July 14  Lesson Five 
 
Words of Love:  
Don’t Kill Each Other 
 
The Sixth Word 
Scripture: Exodus 20:13 
and Matthew 5:21-26  
Special Music: French Horn 
Maddie Wischerath 

at it's meeting on 
June 18, 2019   
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The Mission and Outreach Committee would 

like to thank those that baked and worked at 

the Primary Bake Sale held on 

June 25th.  There were more 

than 600 people that voted and 

we raised $218.00.  That's a lot 

of brownies and cookies.  Thanks again! 



 

Flower Delivery Schedule  

for July 2019  TBA    

Sunday Flowers Sign-up 

The 2019 flower schedule is on the bulletin board in the hallway. 

  The fee for the flowers is $10.00 

Please give the office your bulletin information and the fee for the flowers.   
Please place your money in a yellow Flower Fund envelope found to the left of 
the flower schedule and put it in the secretary’s mailbox. Do not leave any 
money on the secretary’s desk.       

Sign Ups Needed 

At this time we are looking for people to sponsor our Sunday sanctuary flowers 
each week, in particular the following upcoming dates which no one has signed 
up for on our hall bulletin board.   

It would be appreciated if you would consider signing up for any of these open 
dates:   

  July 28 
  August 25 
  September 22 
  September 29 

 
Remember or honor a loved one with this gift of flowers given to a homebound 
or one in the hospital.  Who you choose to honor or remember will be printed in 
the corresponding Sunday bulletin.  

 

On June 10th from the  
Teddy Bear Corner  
in Adams, NY  of  

Laura Mary Eastman. 
She is the granddaughter of Dick and Elsie Zehr and 

daughter of Bill and Becky Eastman. 
In September Laura will be attending Pre-K at  

Bellville Henderson. 

In life and in 
death we 
belong to 

God… 

We have been informed 
that former member, 
Carol Allard, who was 
living in PA, died on 
June 23, 2019.  Cards 
can be sent to her 
daughter... 

Laura and Tim Teeter     

2604 Anthony Drive 

Pottstown, PA 10464     
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“A Group of Like-

Minded People 

who Enjoy 

Crafting, 

Socializing and 

Sharing.” 
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is a new group formed by 
Seniors Helping Seniors 
supporting those with dementia 
and their caregivers.  It is a free 
social gathering with use of the 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
Friendship Hall and the kitchen 
for activities and snacks. 

It will be held every third 
Tuesday of the month.  Set up 

starts at 9:30 am, with the 
meeting from 10:30 am to 12:30 
pm, followed with clean up time 
until about 1:15 pm. 

Join us Tuesday,  
July 16th from  

10:30 am—12:30 pm. 
 
We are looking forward to a 
growing following. 

Make happy hearts. 

Helping Hands 

The Happy Hearts Memory Café   

Memory Cafe 

area Not-For-Profit agencies 

that serve the public.  Crafters 

are invited to present projects 

and teach others their craft.   

Projects could include making 

bibs and medical bags for 

nursing homes and hospitals, 

hats for newborns or the 

homeless, huggable comfort 

dolls and animals for children in 

stressful situations, slippers and 

blankets...the list possibility is 

endless. More info, contact 

Maxine Perkins, 315-661-6860. 

Meetings at Stone Presbyterian 

Church will be held twice a month 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 

6:00 pm.  This July, meetings 

will meet July 9th and 23rd.  

Everyone of the community is 

welcome.  No need to be a member 

of the church.  Crafting talents are 

not necessary.  Bring your sewing 

machine, knitting needles, crochet 

hook or whatever tool is needed 

for your craft project.  We will 

work on projects to be donated to 
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10 a.m. Worship will be held out 
in the prayer garden next to the 
church. 

Pastor Libby will continue the 
sermon series on the 10 
Commandments 

Week 8 - Words of Love: Speak 
Truthfully 

                                          Outdoor Worship  
Service and Church Picnic—August 4th   

Nancy Boynton will provide 
special music. 

Come dressed casually. 

The Nurture Committee will be 
hosting a picnic to follow the 
worship service.  Bring a side 
dish/dessert to share. 

All are invited. 
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No Rehearsals in July 

July 24 

There will be no Handbell Choir 

Practice on Thursdays or 

Church Choir Practice on 

Sundays during July and 

August. 

 

Independence Day, 

the 4th of July 

holiday  is Thursday.  

The church office will be closed. 

 

We begin our Summer Worship 

time of 10:00 am   which continues 

through August.  Celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper is during 

Sunday worship. 

 

There will be a Worship and Music 

Committee Meeting on 

Wednesday, at 4:30 pm. 

 

 

There will be a Nurture Committee 

Meeting on Friday, at 4:30 pm. 

 

 

July Hospital Call List 

Stuart Price  July 7 

Debbie Siver July 14 

Kathie Strader July 21 

Bob Schweitzer July 28 

 

July 7 

July 4 

 

        JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 John Purvines   July 1 

Bob Siver    July 4 

 Rev. Gail Parsons   July 8  

 Emily Renee Ciscell   July 11 

 Cathy Commeret-Whitcomb July 15 

 Rev. Adele Spencer   July 16 

 Randall J. Bell   July 17 

 Karen Hall    July 18 

 Robert Jaspersohn   July 19 

 Jillian Draper    July 25 

 James Miller    July 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Emily & John Purvines  July 2 

Andrew & Andrea Reed  July 3 

Alicia & Joshua Dalton  July 9 

John & Kim Murray   July 10 

John & Jeannie Greenwood July 13 

Robert & Brianna Jaspersohn July 29 

Richard & Barbara Williams July 29 

Randall & Susan Bell  July 31 

 

No Session Meeting or  

Fellowship in July 

July 26 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

        JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 John Purvines   July 1 

Bob Siver    July 4 

 Rev. Gail Parsons   July 8  

 Emily Renee Ciscell   July 11 

 Cathy Commeret-Whitcomb July 15 

 Rev. Adele Spencer   July 16 

 Randall J. Bell   July 17 

 Karen Hall    July 18 

 Robert Jaspersohn   July 19 

 Jillian Draper    July 25 

 James Miller    July 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Emily & John Purvines  July 2 

Andrew & Andrea Reed  July 3 

Alicia & Joshua Dalton  July 9 

John & Kim Murray   July 10 

John & Jeannie Greenwood July 13 

Robert & Brianna Jaspersohn July 29 

Richard & Barbara Williams July 29 

Randall & Susan Bell  July 31 

 

 

        JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 John Purvines   July 1 

Bob Siver    July 4 

 Rev. Gail Parsons   July 8  

 Emily Renee Ciscell   July 11 

 Cathy Commeret-Whitcomb July 15 

 Rev. Adele Spencer   July 16 

 Randall J. Bell   July 17 

 Karen Hall    July 18 

 Robert Jaspersohn   July 19 

 Jillian Draper    July 25 

 James Miller    July 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Emily & John Purvines  July 2 

Andrew & Andrea Reed  July 3 

Alicia & Joshua Dalton  July 9 

John & Kim Murray   July 10 

John & Jeannie Greenwood July 13 

Robert & Brianna Jaspersohn July 29 

Richard & Barbara Williams July 29 

Randall & Susan Bell  July 31 

 



Caring for the Congregation 
 

The Pastor and the spiritual leaders 

place a priority on visiting hospitalized 

members of the congregation. While 

Samaritan Medical Center Chaplain 

calls when he knows someone from Stone Presby-

terian Church is in this facility, as a general rule 

hospitals no longer provide information on ad-

missions and dismissals.  

Please notify the church office if someone you 

know should be visited in the hospital or while 

recovering at home or at a care center.  Also, if 

you or someone you know would enjoy a visit 

from Pastor Libby or a Ruling Elder, or would 

appreciate receiving communion at home, please 

phone the church office (788-5630),  

e-mail the church office 

(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),  

or place a note in the  

collection plate on Sunday.  

Class of 2020  
Jeannie Greenwood  
Stuart Price  
Bob Siver 
 
 
 

Class of 2021  
Orvis Calhoun 
Chris Dear 
Maxine Perkins 
 
Class of 2022  
Kathie Strader 

 Ruling Elders on the Session 

Office 
315-788-5630 
 
Email  
Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com  
 
Facebook 
StonePresbyterianChurch 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 
Tuesday - Friday 
 

Stone Presbyterian Church 
140 Chestnut Street 

Watertown, NY 13601 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stonepreschurch.com 

Called by God to welcome, nurture, 
and serve in the name of Christ. 

Prayer Chain 
Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform 
our members of special church news and prayer 
requests.   
 

Please e-mail (stonep@centralny.twcbc.com)  
or phone (788-5630) the office if 
you would like to be part of our 
prayer ministry or if you have a 
prayer request. 
     

Clerk of Session     Chris Dear  

P a g e  7  

 

 
Please submit your articles 

for the newsletter by the 

15th of the month.    

Don’t forget your 

summertime 

stewardship, and 

Sunday worship 

service time is 10:00 am! 

mailto:stonep@centralny.twcbc.com

