Stone Presbyterian Church July 2018 Newsletter
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Summer Sunday Worship Service Hour 10:00 am
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and serve in the name of Christ.
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Website
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Pastor’s Pondering…

Oh Creator, Savior, Sustainer
You are our creator. You made us in your image.
You blessed us and called us your own.
You claim all of Abraham’s descendants as your own.
You asked us to live in peace and respect each other.

Worship Ministers

With this in mind I cry out.
I lament. Why? Why? Why?
Why is there so much pain in our world?
Why can’t your children of all ages respect and care for each other?
Why are families being separated with children crying out and parents
fearing for their lives.
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I lament because over the years we, your children, have not learned
how to live in community. I wonder where there is hope.
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I then wipe away the tears of pain and concern. I look for hope. I look
for the helpers.
I pray for all those who cry out and demand change; a new way of
living as community. The little steps taken give me a glimmer of hope.
I am thankful for being a part of a denomination, The PCUSA, that is
willing to take action and helps to bring about justice for all of God’s
children.
I pray for those who gave generously to the offering taken up by our
denomination at the 223rd General Assembly opening worship; a total
of $47,000. Then several hundred marched a mile to the court house
there in Saint Louis to provide funds for those held on minor offenses
who did not have the cash to pay their bail. This is a problem that has
been growing over the past years with many implications such as loss
of job, mounting fines, and child custody issues. The Bail Project
screens incarcerated individuals and seeks to help those whose bail is
less than $5,000 so more people can receive assistance.
The words from our Lord echo in my mind and heart…
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.
Luke 4:18-19
This I ponder and pray
Pastor Libby
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June Celebration
for
Bill and Amy
Thank you to Holly Bailey, the
seminary intern who led us in worship
during the month of June. We thank
her for her thoughtfulness, insights,
and time with us. We wish her many
blessings as she continues on her faith
journey.
July Hospital Calling List
Week of…
Debbie Siver
Bob Schweitzer
Lorie Autote
Kathie Strader
Kathie Compeau

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Bill and I would like to thank the
members of Stone Church for the
wonderful party on Sunday, June 17th.
It was such a surprise especially when
Libby said we had happy news because
we had no idea what she was talking
about. To have our church family there
along with family and friends made it
even nicer.
Stone Church has become such an
important part of our lives. I do not
know what we would have done without
all of your support during the last health
issue and the transplant journey.
Thanks again to all of you.

Amy

Session Update
At its meeting on June 19 the Session …


with love approved the transfer of Elizabeth Smith's membership to the Presbyterian
church in Fredericksburg, Virginia.



approved spending $2600 on an assisted hearing system to be installed in the
sanctuary



approved the building being used as the evacuation site for Sherman Elementary
School



heard a report regarding the outdoor worship service to be held on the church
property on August 5th, along with a picnic



heard a report regarding the new doors to be installed at the park lot entrance



Pastor Libby reported she will be attending a conference October 16-22 and that Rev.
Toby Schilling will provide pulpit supply on Oct 21.

July 2018
Meetings & Events
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No Rehearsals in July

July 1
We begin our Summer
Worship time of 10:00 am.
and continues through
August. Celebration of the
Lord’s Supper is during
Sunday worship.

There will be no Handbell
Choir Practice on
Thursdays or Church Choir
Practice on Sundays.

July 4
Independence
Day, the 4th of
July holiday,
is Wednesday.

July 11
Wednesday the Nurture
Committee will meet at
4:15 pm.

July 15
After the 10:00 am Sunday
worship join us for a
Fellowship Hour in
Friendship Hall for
conversation. Group A will
bring refreshments.

No Session Meeting
in July

A New Home...A New
Address...
Pastor Libby
and Nell moved
on June 23rd
to:
214 Wyoming
Avenue
Watertown NY
13601

In August...

Mark Your Calendar...
Outdoor Worship &
Church Picnic/ Ice Cream Social
Sunday, August 5th at 10 am
See article on page 6

Bazaar News—2018
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Save the Date: Saturday, October 13, 2018
Help Wanted: 10 am—2 pm for our Annual Bazaar
Our Annual Bazaar will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2018 from 10 am—2 pm

Help Wanted
It is an all church event and help is wanted and needed in all areas. If you are unable
to help all day, any time you can give to help will be appreciated. Even if
you cannot help the day of the bazaar, there are plenty of areas you can
help with in the days and weeks leading up to the event. Please don’t
hesitate to ask and don’t be shy about signing up! Everyone’s time and
talents are useful and appreciated.

Sign-up sheets are on the counters in Friendship Hall.
Raffles
We will also be holding our expanded raffle again this year.
Items to be raffled can be gathered and arranged in anything you
might want to incorporate into your “theme”. “Baskets” can be
made up on your own or as a group (ie family, etc.). Some
ideas for baskets might be: basket for bakers; baskets of
books; coloring books, or toys for children; or even a coffee
and tea lover’s basket in a large coffee can or tea pot. Have
fun gathering items and getting creative. This was a very
well received event last year.

Plan Now
It may seem early to be planning for the Bazaar but with summer and vacations time
will fly by and October 13th will be here before we know it.
We are looking forward to working with everyone on this event.
Thank you all in advance for your help and donations.
The Bazaar, Mission and Outreach Committees

Lectionary Texts for July 2018

July Birthdays
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Four Week Sermon Series: It's a
Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood…
July 1
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Who Do You Say I am?
Exodus 4:1-5; Mark 8:27-30
July 8
7th Sunday after Pentecost
You are Special.
Psalm 139:1-15; Matthew 18:10-14
July 15
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Who Is Your Neighbor?
Leviticus 19:33-34; Luke 10:25-37
July 22
9th Sunday after Pentecost
Bring About Peace
Isaiah 2:2-4; Luke 15:11-32
July 29
10th Sunday after Pentecost
John 6:1-21; Ephesians 3:14-21

John Purvines
July 1
Bob Siver
July 4
Stewart Nicholas
July 6
Rev. Gail Parsons
July 8
Emily Renee Ciscell
July 11
Cathy Commeret-Whitcomb July 15
Rev. Adele Spencer
July 16
Randall J. Bell
July 17
Karen Hall
July 18
Robert Jaspersohn
July 19
Jillian Newby
July 25
Lisa Quirk
July 27
July Anniversaries

Emily & John Purvines
July 2
Andrew & Andrea Reed
July 3
Alicia & Joshua Dalton

Sunday Flowers Sign Up

July 9

The 2018 flower schedule is on
the bulletin board in the
hallway.
The fee for the flowers is
$10.00.
Please give the office your bulletin
information and the fee for the flowers.
Please place your money in a yellow Flower
Fund envelope found to the left of the
flower schedule and put it in the secretary’s
mailbox or in the collection plate during
worship. Do not leave any money on the
secretary’s desk.
July Flower Delivery

Susan Bell

John & Kim Murray
July 10
John & Jeanie Greenwood
July 13
Robert & Brianna Jaspersohn
July 26
Richard & Barbara Williams
July 29
Randall & Susan Bell
July 31

Prayer Chain
Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform
our members of special church news and prayer
requests.
Please e-mail
(stonep@centralny.twcbc.com) or
phone (788-5630) the office if you
would like to be part of our prayer
ministry or if you have a prayer
request.

Ruling Elders on the Session
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The Pastor and the spiritual leaders
place a priority on visiting hospitalized
members of the congregation. While
Samaritan Medical Center Chaplain
calls when he knows someone from
Stone Presbyterian Church is in this
facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer
provide
information
on
admissions and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be visited
in the hospital or while recovering at
home or at a care center. Also, if you
or someone you know would enjoy a
visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone the
church office (788-5630),

Class of 2019
Jessica Branche
Jon Hall
Kathie Strader
Class of 2020
Jeannie Greenwood
Stuart Price
Bob Siver
Class of 2021
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins

Caring
for the
C on g r e gation

Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

Please bring a lawn chair and
a dish to pass. We hope you
can join us to explore creation
and the wonderful gifts God
has given us in nature. All are
welcome to join us!

e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the collection plate
on Sunday.

Join us August 5th
at Stone Presbyterian Church
for an
√ Outside Worship Service
followed by a
√ Church Picnic
and
√ Ice Cream Social!
Worship starts at 10:00 am
with a picnic after the service.

