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Pastor’s Pondering... Star Words: A Spiritual Practice
Over the past two years I have participated in the spiritual practice of “Star
Words”; thanks to a colleague. At the beginning of 2020 I “pulled” a star from a
pile of stars. Each star had a different word on it. The intent of the practice is
that the word on the star pulled becomes your word for the year. Individuals are
encouraged to “hang” the star in a place where they will see it on a regular
basis; bathroom mirror, refrigerator, computer monitor). When they see it they
can ponder the meaning of it and how it is a part of their life and faith.
Most people or congregations who participate in this spiritual practice
usually do it as a part of celebrating Epiphany when we celebrate the Magi
presenting the baby Jesus the gifts of frankincense, gold and myrrh. The star
word is a reminder of the gifts God has given each one of us.
My word for 2020 was imagination. Boy did it turn out to be an
appropriate one. Who could have imagined that 2020 would be the year it was.
In so many ways it has taken imagination to get through it for all of us. It has
not been easy and caused us to be nudged (maybe not so gently) out of our
comfort zones and do things in different ways; not just in our professional lives
but in our personal lives. I never thought I would be leading worship that
would be posted on the internet. As I write this, I keep thinking that sitting at
home on Christmas Eve will seem very “different” especially after leading
Christmas Eve services for over twenty-five years.
Even though I will “pull” a new star word for 2021, my 2020 word will
remain with me. I believe that it will continue to be needed as we move into
and through 2021. I look forward to my new word; a new “light”.
After the first of the year, I will be sending out a letter with a Star word to
each of the church members. The Star words will be put in the envelope blindly
with me not knowing which one goes to what person. I invite you to use the
word as a star, a light, for the coming year. May it be a focus for your faith and
prayer life.
Peace and Grace, Pastor Libby
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Session Update

from December 15, 2020 meeting
On December 15 the Session
met via Zoom. The meeting was
opened with scripture reading
and prayer led by Pastor Libby.



Personnel reported that Linda
White is taking her last three
days of vacation Dec 29, 30,
31. Pastor Libby will be on
vacation from Dec 26 – January
1. Rev. Gail Parsons will lead
worship on Dec. 27, 2020.
Orvis Calhoun shared the
committee’s proposal in
regards to 2021 salaries.



Bob Silver presented the
proposed 2021 budget. After
discussion it was decided to
approve a “contingency”
budget. It is the Session’s
intent to review the church’s
finances after the first few
months to decide if any
adjustments need to be made.



It was decided that the Annual
Meeting will be held via zoom
in early February. This is being
done due to the current social
distancing situation. A letter
explaining this will be put
together and sent out. If a
person is not able to participate
via computer they can via a
phone. The main purpose will
be to elect the new slate of
elders to service on Session
and approve the Pastor’s terms
of call for 2021.



The meeting was closed with
prayer.

 The minutes from the October
and November meetings were
approved.


The November financial reports
were reviewed and approved.



Pastor Libby reported on the
status of worship being
online. All is going well
including the Christmas Eve
service.



Mission and Outreach reported
the various items that were put
together and taken to various
agencies to be given to those
in needs. Food Drive
continues.



Christian Education reported
that the Wednesday Noon Bible
Study and Thursday Scripture/
Prayer time still continue via
Zoom. It was suggested we
have times of fellowship via
Zoom. The first one will be on
Dec 20 at 4 p.m. Information
will be sent out--- Pastor Libby
is hosting a Christmas
gathering.

Rev. Libby Moses
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Friday, January 1, 2021
We celebrate the beginning of a new year
with hope, and thanksgiving.

Sunday Worship Services
Our Sunday Worship Services are videotaped and posted on
You Tube with links being emailed to those with email.
Paper copies of the service will be mailed out to those who do not
have internet access.
Sunday, January 3rd there will be Communion.

The Baptism of the Lord is the
feature on Sunday, January 10th.

We will have a

Session Meeting VIA ZOOM

on Tuesday, January 19th, at 6:30 pm.

Fellowship Time—Via Zoom
January 17, 2021 at 4:00 pm
All are welcome. Link http://us02web.zoom.us/j/7070203553
Or call 646-876-9923
Meeting id: 707 020 3553
Need help, contact Pastor Libby
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January Meetings & Events
Epiphany of the Lord is
Wednesday, January 6th.

Noon Bible/Book Study VIA ZOOM
Wednesdays, on January 6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th.
We will be finishing an Advent study based on “A
Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens. The author of
the study guide is Alan Vermilye. We are meeting by
Zoom. If you want to join the group contact Pastor
Libby.

Stone Presbyternian Church Handbell Choir Rehearsals
Under the direction of Nancy Boynton, meetings for January are:
Wednesday, Jan. 6th — 4:30—5:30 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 13th — 4:30—5:30 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 20th — 4:30—5:30 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 27th — 4:30—5:30 pm

Evening Scripture/Prayer Group held Thursdays on
January 7th, 14th, 21st, & 28th, at 6 p.m.
All are invited to join the group as we read
scripture and share in prayer. We gather
via Zoom. You can connect via internet or
regular telephone. Here is the information
you need. Contact Pastor Libby for the
information.
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January Lectionary
January 3
2nd Sunday of Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14 and Psalm 147:12-20;
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1(1-9) 10-18

Randall J. Bell, Jr.

January 6

January 10

Ian Olley

January 12

Baptism of the Lord

Carrie Hall

January 16

Genesis 1:1-5 and Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7;
Mark 1:4-11

Nell Moses

January 16

Jon Hall

January 18

January 17

Andrew Varga

January 22

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

Elizabeth Hall

January 23

1 Sammuel 3:1-10(11-20)
and Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

Jack Ciscell

January 27

Faye Babineau

January 31

January 24
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 and Psalm 62:5-12;
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

January 31

Donald & Chris Dear

4th Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20, 10 and
Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

Mission & Outreach Committee
The

Flower

Memorial

Library

is
accepting winter apparel donations. A large
box is in the lobby of the
library to put your items in.
Coats, hats, gloves, mittens,
etc. may be dropped off, and
they are given out free.

January 18
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Helping Hands Meetings are suspended until further notice.

PRAYER BOOKLETS
contain inspiring stories of people, with bible readings,
thoughts of the day, written by authors in the US and
around the world. These stories you’ll find relevant to
your daily lives.
They are available at the church and we are offering
you the mailing of the January/February 2021 issue of
The Upper Room booklet. If you wish to have one
mailed to your address, call this request to the office,
315-788-5630.

Pastor Libby recently received the following note from Millie Boice:

‘Last weeks mail brought the Advent Music of the season book.
What a delight it is to read the commentary by people with
whom I shared so many Christmas seasons. I smiled as my own memories
began to surface.
Without a doubt, I would have to say that “Silent Night” is
my favorite, especially as remembered as a child. (I hope
Maxine won’t mind sharing.)
Our Christmas would start by going to church Christmas Eve in the horse
drawn buggy. (Yes, I go back that far!) Being there fulfilled all the
expectations—the decorated church and tree, organ music, cards, my
father’s solo, family and friends, and that box of hard Christmas candy.
When we got back home there was another ceremony. We lit the real wax
candles that were clipped to the far-from-perfect tree my father brought in
from the back woods. Room lights were dimmed and we gathered around
the tree, holding hands, as we san “Silent Night.” As the candle light
flickered in the semi darkness it seemed to this child that there could never
be a more solemn ritual.’
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Caring for the
Congregation
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders
place a priority on visiting
hospitalized members of the
congregation. While Samaritan
Medical Center Chaplain calls when
he knows someone from Stone
Presbyterian Church is in this
facility, as a general rule hospitals
no longer provide information on
admissions and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be
visited in the hospital or while
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Pastor The Reverend
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses

REMINDER:
Our monthly Newsletter
Deadline for your articles
is the 15th of the month.
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Jeannie Greenwood
Handbell Choir Director
Nancy Boynton
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Secretary Linda White
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