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             Pastor’s Pondering…  

 A New Year has begun!  
We are truly thankful to God for allowing us to make a fresh and new beginning. 

Christ’s light shines upon us. 

 

For the year 2023, we will be busy working with God to grow up in every way into 

Jesus Christ, who is the head of the church. 

 

My ministry plans this year is to “Go back to the Bible.” I will prepare and preach 

Bible-centered sermons as I do now. Our goal will be to pray and encourage 

ourselves and the congregation to read the Bible as a whole over the year 2023 

with the daily Bible reading chart or with your own plan.  

 

Reading the Bible is a spiritual discipline. Build a time into our day to read 

Scripture and make this time a priority. Done regularly, our devotional time with 

God reorients our thinking and behavior so that we can grow in maturity to the 

measure of the full stature of Christ. 

 

I encourage you to pray first for illumination before reading the Bible. After 

reading, meditate on what the text says about the nature of God and what God 

tells me through the reading. And pray for your own request for the day.  

The Bible is so powerful and useful to teach, reproof, correct and train in 

righteousness because all scripture is inspired by God. The Bible leads us to be 

proficient and equipped for every good work (2Timothy 3:16-17).  

 

For this movement, we plan to give a gift or prize to people who read the whole 

Bible by the end of the year.  

 

“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joint from marrow, it is able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 
 

Let us go back to the Bible!               Pastor Sarah Lee 
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Session Meeting Review 
 

The Session met on Thursday December 22, 2022  The following was discussed and decided. 
 

Minutes: The minutes from November 30, 2022, were approved. 
 
Clerks Report: Richard and Barbara Williams rejoined the Church by reaffirmation of faith on Sunday 
December 18, 2022. 
 
Financial: The use of the Church Trac program was terminated. A motion was made to accept 
financial report for November 2022. The motion passed. 
 
Personnel: Yearend reviews of our employees will be done in January. 
 

Music and Worship: Communion will be celebrated on November 6th and December 4th. Average 
Sunday attendance for November was 22. Christmas Eve service plans are in place. The Christmas Eve 
service will begin at 4:30 pm.  
 

Building and Grounds: Big Apple Music installed TVs in front of the Church. The painting of His 
Presence needs repair. Bob Siver is looking into West Lake Restoration in Skaneateles for repairs. An 
appraisal of the value of the painting will also be done. 
 

Pastoral Care: Christmas flowers and Christmas cards, with prayers, were delivered to our shut ins. 
Kathie Strader and Reverend Lee delivered the flowers and cards to our shut ins. Please keep Dick 
Williams, Bill Milton, Amy O’Connor, and Doug Howland in your prayers.  
 

Stewardship: The budget for 2023 will be worked on. 2023 Offering envelopes are in Friendship Hall. 
The Stewardship Campaign letters will be going out this week. Per Capita will be $32.00 for 2023. 
 
Nurture: Fellowship Hour on December 18th was canceled due to the weather. The next Fellowship 
Hour will be held on January 22, 2023. Children’s Bibles were given out. We need to work on a 
Christian Education program for children who come to our Worship service. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Reverend Lee has been working in the office, delivering bulletins, making visitations 
to members and friends, hospital visitations, planning worship as well as working on the power points 
screen and the newsletter. Kathie Strader and Reverend Lee visited our shut ins for Christmas. 
Reverend Sarah attended the monthly Commission On Ministry as well as moderated Evans Mills 
session meeting. Reverend Sarah is encouraging the session members as well as any members or 
friends to read the entire Bible in a year. She handed our reading guides to help us accomplish our daily 
reading. Reverend Sarah encouraged prayer for our Church, Session, and members. 
 

Outreach and Mission:  Northern Blend held a concert at the Church and brought grocery items for 
the Urban Mission. The grocery items collected were delivered to the Urban Mission. 15 Christmas gift 
cards were purchased and distributed. Along with the gift cards 15 rolls of quarters were donated to 
Colonial Apartments for tenants who needed an extra hand during the holidays. We need to update our 
Church information on our website, Facebook page and with Urban Mission. 
 
Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee (Kathie Strader, Kathie Compeau and Pat Conti) 
will be meeting after Christmas. 
 

Next meeting will be 1/19/2023. 
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Sunday, January 1, 2023  Worship at 10:45 am.  

The Reverend Gail Parsons will be leading the 

worship service.  

 

The Baptism of the Lord  
is the feature on  

Sunday, January 8th. 

We will have a   

Session Meeting on Thursday, 

January 19th, at 3:00 pm. 

 

Epiphany of the Lord is 

Friday, January 6th. 

Mitten Manger - Our Catherine Martin Mitten Manger 
is set up in the sanctuary to receive your donations of 
winter accessories such as hats and mittens. You will 
have all of December into January to bring them to the 
church. Your contributions will then be delivered to the 
Urban Mission on January 12th.   
Thank you all! 
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January Meetings & Events 
  

 

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
SUNDAY AFTER WORSHIP 

The Annual  

PER CAPITA  
 

amount will change for 
the year 2023.   

It will be  

$32.00 
Keep in mind when you 

are making your 
stewardship giving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
           Call Nancy Boynton (Head Ding-a-Ling): 315-782-3934. 

January 4 

January 11 

January 18 

January 25 

Wednesdays 

from 

 5—6 pm 

Join us for fellowship at a Coffee Hour 

in Friendship Hall after our worship 

service on Sunday, January 22nd.  



 

  
 

Flower Sign-up –  
The sign-up flower chart for the hall bulletin 

board was ordered, but was on back order.  

It hasn’t arrived yet, but you may sign up by 

giving the office the yellow envelope with 

fee, the Sunday date requested, and the 

bulletin info to “honor” or “in memory of”. 

 

 

 
 

Volunteers Needed for Children’s Sunday School –  

Please contact Pastor Sarah Lee if you would like to 

spend your Sunday worship time as head teacher to 

run the class.  Give your love of children and your 

time, with religious guidance, which will be a big 

contribution to Stone Presbyterian Church.   

We’re preparing for start-up, and would like to hear 

from you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women Meeting 

Thursday, January 26th at 11:00 am here at Stone 

Presbyterian Church.  We need volunteers to make soup 

and to bring deserts.  Beverages will be provided.  

Program:  Bring a favorite craft or hobby to show and 

tell.  It will be fun. 
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January 1 New Year’s Day 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
 

Isaiah 63:7-9 and Psalm 148; 
Hebrews 2:10-18;  
Matthew 2:13-2 
 

January 8         
Baptism of the Lord 
 

Isaiah 42:1-9 and 
Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 

January 15 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah  49:1-7 and 
Psalm 40:1-11; 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9;  
John 1:29-42 
 

January 22 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah  9:1-4 and 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 
1 Corinthians  1:10-18; 
Matthew 4:12-23 
 

January 29 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Micah 6:1-8 and Psalm 15; 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Randall J. Bell, Jr. January 6 

Ian Olley   January 12 

Carrie Hall   January 16 

Nell Moses    January 16 

Jon Hall   January 18 

Andrew Varga  January 22 

Elizabeth Hall  January 23 

Faye Babineau  January 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donald & Chris Dear 

January 18 

 

Included in newsletter find 
“The Year of the Bible” Chart  

for you to read the scriptures 
each day throughout the 
year.  On the cover of our  

newsletter,  Pastor Sarah Lee 
devotes her message to you 

on the Bible-centered. 

 



 

 

Worship Ministers 
 
Pastor The Reverend  
Sarah Lee 
 
 
Organists 
Chris Hyde-Hall and 
Ghilyana Dordzhieva 
 
 
Choir Director 
Jeannie Greenwood 
 
 
Handbell Choir Director 
Nancy Boynton 
 
 
Church Staff 
 
Secretary   Linda White 
Sexton     Francis Conti 
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Class of 2023 

Bob Siver 

Roxanne Young 

 

Class of 2024  

Maxine Perkins 

 

Class of 2025  

Stuart Price 

 

Ruling Elders 

 on the 
Session 
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Office 
315-788-5630 
 
Email  
Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com  
 
Facebook 
StonePresbyterianChurch 
 
Website 
www.stonepreschurch.com 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 
Tuesday - Friday 
 

Caring for the 
Congregation 

The Pastor and the spiritual leaders 

place a priority on visiting 

hospitalized members of the 

congregation. While Samaritan 

Medical Center Chaplain calls when 

he knows someone from Stone 

Presbyterian Church is in this 

facility, as a general rule hospitals 

no longer provide information on 

admissions and dismissals.  

Please notify the church office if 

someone you know should be 

visited in the hospital or while 

recovering at home or at a care 

center.  Also, if you or someone you 

know would enjoy a visit from 

Pastor Sarah Lee or a Ruling Elder, 

or would appreciate receiving 

communion at home, please phone 

the church office (788-5630),  

e-mail the church office 

(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com), or 

place a note in the  

collection plate on Sunday.  

 

 

REMINDER:  

Our monthly 

Newsletter Deadline 

for your articles is the 

15th of the month. 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

140 Chestnut Street 

 Watertown NY 13601 

 

 

 


