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Pastor’s Pondering... 
 

 I have been thinking about the community in which Stone 
Presbyterian Church is located and our role in it.  The reason I have 
been doing this is that the leaders of the New Beginnings small groups 
reported a couple common treads from the three groups’ conversation. 

Our participants while relatively aware of the community around 
us (five schools, one medical center, two nursing homes and 
a senior/handicapped apartment complex) they were 
unfamiliar with their attendant needs. 

We are primarily missional in a monetary way rather than being 
hands-on. 

 
 I am proud of the ways this congregation has reached out to the 
community in the past, especially financially.  Also, I am proud of the 
fact the Helping Hands group, under the Mission committee, has been 
talking to non-profit agencies to find out ways we can be of service. 

 For me the question is… How can we better get to know the 
needs of “our neighbors”?  How can we make connections with people 
one-on-one?   

 For me that is what Jesus’ ministry was all about.  That is what 
we as Christ’s disciples are called to do.  In the Gospel of John, we 
read about Jesus telling the disciple Peter that if he loved Jesus that 
Peter should “Feed my lambs/sheep.”  In fact, Jesus said it three times.  
We are to reach out and tend to people’s needs.  Like Jesus who spent 
time with Zacchaeus, the woman at the well, and Mary & Martha, we 
need to listen to our “neighbors” in an intimate, non-judgmental way.  

 How can we have these “conversations”?   One way is to invite 
the “leaders” (hospital chaplain/CEO, School principal/Superintendent, 
mayor/area city commissioner) to come share with us.  Another way is 
to host events and encourage the “neighbors” to come.  What about 
going out to the locations and hosting an event such as an ice cream 
social, Bible Study, not just dropping off the items at hospice but 
actually talking to the residents.  

 It can be a scary thing to step out of the comfort of our “home” 
and go to another’s home especially if they are different than we are.  
Taking risks is hard.  Jesus was a risk taker.  He came to earth and 
took risks so that all may experience the grace and love of our Almighty 
God. 

 May we all have faith in Jesus Christ so that each one of us, 
using our unique gifts and talents, can get to better know our 
community and become a light pointing to Jesus Christ. 

 

       Peace and Grace, 

       Pastor Libby 



 

Highlights from 
January 2020 Session 

Meeting 

  

  

  

 

 

* Opened with a devotional and prayer 
given by Stuart Price. 

* Under the leadership of our Coach, 
Chip Lowe, the Session spent 
significant time reflecting on where 
we are in the process of working 
through "New Beginnings". Concerns 
and insights were shared. 

* Reviewed details for the 
Congregation Annual Meeting on Feb 
2, 2020 after worship. 

* Committee reports were given... 

Nurture - shared about the 
upcoming "A Story of God's Love" 
Christian Education program 
being held on Feb 8th, 9:00 - 
11:30 a.m. 

Mission - Helping Hands is 
continuing to discuss ideas for 
expanding its outreach. 

Building and Grounds - Approved 
for the Jefferson County Garden 
Club to meet at the church once a 
month on the 1st Wednesday. 

* Closed meeting with sharing of 
prayer concerns and a prayer led by 
Pastor Libby. 
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Sunday 

Organist 
 

Welcome to 
Ghilyana Dordzhieva.  She is now 
sharing the Organist/accompanist 
position with Chris Hyde-Hall.   

 

Chris Hyde-Hall has asked that she 
not play every Sunday in worship for 
us.  With her help we have been able 
to find a partner for her to work.  We 
are pleased that Ghilyana has agreed 
to share her talents with us on 
Sunday mornings.   

 

As is Chris, Ghilyana is certified with 
the American Guild of Organists.   

 

We are blessed to have the two of 
them sharing the position. 

 Worship Service 

Cancellation Policy 
When our North Country winter 

weather is deemed “frightful” by the 

Clerk of Session and Pastor, Stone 

Presbyterian Church will not hold 

Sunday worship services.  You will 

find notices of the cancellation on 

WWNY (channel 7), Time Warner 

Cable News (channel 10), Newzjunky 

(internet), and radio station WTNY. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us February 8th to learn  
about God’s unconditional love  
for us!  A great activity for all  
ages to explore and engage in  
activities based around John 3:16.  This is a great event 
to bring the grandkids to for a morning of crafts, games, 
snacks and activities that remind us how much God loves 
us and how we can spread his love to others.  To register 
please contact Jessica Branche at 315-767-4435. 

 

A Story of God’s Love  

 February 8th:  9:00-11:30 am  
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Catherine Martin Mitten Manger 
What a great idea Catherine Martin had—a Mitten 

Manger (still going strong after all these years.)   
 

Twenty one hats and fourteen pair of mittens were delivered 
to Watertown Urban Mission on January 14, 2020.   

 

Thanks to everyone who donated for your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us February 8th to learn  
about God’s unconditional love  
for us!  A great activity for all  
ages to explore and engage in  
activities based around John 3:16.  This is a great event 
to bring the grandkids to for a morning of crafts, games, 
snacks and activities that remind us how much God loves 
us and how we can spread his love to others.  To register 
please contact Jessica Branche at 315-767-4435. 

 

A Story of God’s Love  

 February 8th:  9:00-11:30 am  
 

 

 

 

 

The Presbytery Per Capita for 2020 is $30.00. 
 

Per Capita is a fundamental way in which all of the nearly 10,000 
congregations and mid councils of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
connect, participate and share in the work of the wider church. Per capita 
is the primary source of funding for the Office of the General Assembly 
along Presbyteries and Synods, and is how Presbyterians mutually and 
equitably share the costs of coming together to discern the Spirit’s leading 
for the future. 
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February 11 
Tuesday the Helping 
Hands will meet at  

6:00 pm. 
 

February 15 
Saturday the  Quilting Guild will have 
a meeting and mini classes 
in Friendship Hall from 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm. 
 

February 17 
Monday we 
celebrate the 
national Presidents’ Day holiday.  
The church office will be closed 
Tuesday, February 18th also. 
 

February 18 
Tuesday the church office will be 

closed, but there will be the 
monthly meeting of the 
Memory 
Café from 

10:30 am to 12:30 pm.  
Session will meet at 
6:30 pm.   
  

February 23 
Sunday is the 
Transfiguration of 
the Lord.  
 

February 25 
Tuesday the Helping 
Hands will meet at  

6:00 pm. 
 

February 26 
We will have an Ash 
Wednesday Service in the 
evening—watch for details. 

February 2 
Sunday at worship there will be 
Communion.   

Following will be the church 
Annual Meeting of the 
congregation.   

Soup and sandwich lunch will 
be provided.   This will replace the month’s 
Fellowship and Family Dinner. 
 

 February 3, 10, 17, and 24 
This month on Mondays we 
will have an Adult Bible 
Study  from 6:00—7:00 pm, 
exploring themes found in 
Gospel of Matthew. 
 

February 4 
Tuesday we will have a Nuture 
Committee Meeting at 4:30 pm.   
 

February 5, 12, and 19    
Wednesdays in February  we will 
have a Tai Chi Class from 
10:30—11:30 am, and a Noon 
Bible Study.  

 

February 6, 13, 20, and 27 
On Thursdays there will be 
Handbell Choir Rehearsals   
from 5:40 pm—6:40 pm. 
 

February 7, 14, 21, and 28  
Fridays in February  we will  

have a Tai Chi Class from 
10:30—11:30 am. 

 

February 8 
Saturday, “A Story of God’s 
Love” from 9:00—11:30 am. 

(See article on page 3) 
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At this meeting we will review and 
celebrate Stone Presbyterian Church’s 2019 
ministry.  Reports from the various 
committees will be presented. 

The Nurture Committee will  be providing a 
Soup and Sandwich Lunch. 

February 2nd 
All, please join us  

after our  

Sunday Worship Service 

 

Adult Bible Study 

Revised Time:  Monday nights 6:00—7:00 pm. 

   

Join us to dive into the themes presented 
through the book of Matthew.  We will be 
reading and discussing the book “Six Themes of 
Matthew Everyone Should Know” by James E. 
Davison.   

This study looks at the main themes in Matthew’s Gospel. It focuses on Jesus as 
Messiah as a beginning point for considering Matthew’s perspective of who his 
Gospel is about as it portrays the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ 
important teachings are explored and we find how they shape our Christian lives 
today. 

All are welcome! To join, let 
Jessica Branche know by calling 

315-767-4435   
Monday Meetings for February: 

February 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS                              
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Hyde-Hall  February 5 

Andrew Reed   February 5 

Rev. Libby Moses  February 7 

Mike Ciscell   February 10 

Rev. Marti Montovani  Febraury 11 

Bob Wallace   February 11 

Brodie Bell   February 17 

Debra Sholett   February 24 

Don Sholett   February 25 
 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Randy & Cindy Sealing 

February 9 

 

Bruce & Patricia Tyrrell 

February 9 

 

Robert & Debra Siver 

February 19 

February 2 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

February 9 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Isaiah 58:1-9a (91-12);  

Psalm 112:1-9 (10);  

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16); 

Matthew 5:13-20 

  

February 16 
6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 

    

February 23 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
 
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2 or Psalm 99; 

2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

 

 

 

Lectionary for February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Calendar for 2020 is ready for  

your sign-ups on the hall bulletin board. 
 

Please give the office your bulletin 
information and the fee for the flowers.   

Please place your money in a yellow  

Flower Fund envelope found to the  

left of the flower schedule and put it  

in the secretary’s mailbox or in the  

 

collection plate during worship.  Do not 
leave any money on the secretary’s desk.   

 

The fee for the flowers is $10.00.  

Flower Delivery for : 

February—Cindy Sealing 

March—Debbie Siver 

April—Jeannie Greenwood 

May—Kathie Strader 

June—Stuart Price 

  

Sunday Flowers Sign Up 



 

 

 
 

 

 
Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform 
our members of special church news and prayer 
requests.   
 

Please e-mail 

(stonep@centralny.twcbc.com) or 
phone (315-788-5630) the office if 
you would like to be part of our 
prayer ministry or if you have a 
prayer request. 

Class of 2020 

Jeannie Greenwood  

Stuart Price  

Bob Siver 

 

Class of 2021  

Orvis Calhoun 

Chris Dear 

Maxine Perkins 

 

Class of 2022 

Kathie Strader 
 

 

Clerk of Session  

Chris Dear  

Ruling Elders 

 on the Session 

 The Pastor and the spiritual leaders place a 
priority on visiting hospitalized members of 
the congregation. While Samaritan Medical 
Center Chaplain calls when he knows 
someone from Stone Presbyterian Church is 
in this facility, as a general rule hospitals no 
longer provide information on admissions 
and dismissals.  
Please notify the church office if someone you 
know should be visited in the hospital or 
while recovering at home or at a care center.  
Also, if you or someone you know would 
enjoy a visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling 
Elder, or would appreciate receiving 
communion at home, please phone the 
church office (788-5630),  

e-mail the church office 
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),  

or place a note in the  
collection plate on Sunday.  

 

Caring  
for  the  Congregation  
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Called by God to  
welcome,  
nurture,  

and serve in the  
name of Christ. 

 

    

 

  

                                                      Week of:             
Chris Dear February 2 

Jeannie Greenwood February 9 

Roxanne Young February 16 

Stuart Price February 23  

February 2020 Hospital Calling List  

  Prayer Chain  

 

 

Please submit your articles 

for the newsletter by the 

15th of the month.    

mailto:stonep@centralny.twcbc.com

