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Pastor’s Pondering… 
 

 It is that time of the year when you hear Pastors, committee 
chairs, congregational members all say… “Oh no its not the annual 
meeting time.” 

“When do I have to have my report in?”   “Why are we doing 
this?” “Boring” “No fun.” 

So why do we do it?  Why do we put ourselves through this?  
Well for one thing our Constitution – Book of Order tells us that we 
have to do it. 

I like to consider it a time when we take stock of who we are and 
what we have been up to, regarding our commitment to be in 
ministry and mission for our Lord Jesus Christ.  Yes, there is the 
boring financial report, statistical report regarding membership, 
and worship attendance report.  As I look through the reports, I like 
to look for things that should be celebrated.  What new things have 
committees or groups of the congregation tried?  What ways we 
have reached out to fulfill our mission statement; “Called by God to 
welcome, nurture, and serve in the name of Christ.” 

So, rather than dreading the annual meeting, how about 
considering it a time of celebration?  Let us come together on 
Sunday, February 3, after worship to lift up and celebrate our 
ministry and mission as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  Let us 
celebrate how the many parts of the body (1 Corinthians 12:14), the 
congregation, came together to do so much in 2018.  And, celebrate 
that we are part of God’s family. 

Don’t forget there will be a soup and sub-sandwich meal 
organized by the Nurture Committee.  Donations will be accepted to 
help cover the cost. 

 

See you then. 

(February 3rd) 

Peace, 

Pastor Libby            



 

Session Update -   

Highlights from  

January 22, 2019 Meeting 
 

 It was reported that plans for the 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 3 
after worship are all set.  Lunch will be 
provided. 

 

 36 items put in the Mitten Manger and 
9 coats were delivered to the Watertown 
Urban Mission. 

 

 Pastoral Care Committee is putting 
together a series of informational 
sessions regarding planning for end of 
life issues. 

 

 Approved the request for the baptism of 
Harrison Dalton, son of Alicia & Joshua 
Dalton, to be held on February 17. 

 

 Exploring what can be done to help 
members of the Coast Guard stationed 
at Alexandria Bay who are affected by 
the partial government shut down.  

  

 In reviewing the Christmas Eve Service, 
it was decided that we would go back to 
using regular candles.  The battery-
operated ones will be available for those 
wishing to use them. 

 

  Next meeting – February 19, 2019 
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Watertown Urban Mission 
 

Your donations of 36 items 
and 9 coats were delivered 
to the Urban Mission. Cold 
weather wear is always 
needed.  However...the 

Mission is still in need of... 

WARM WINTER COATS! 

Mostly XLG, 2XL adults and large 
children’s gently used coats and 
boots.   

If you have any totes that aren't 
being used, they can be used in 
Critical Needs and also the Food 
Pantry needs plastic bags. 

The Mission appreciates all we do for 
them.   

Critical Needs Program 

This program is in need of 
your donations of Kleenex, 
toilet paper, razors, laundry 
detergent, tooth brushes.  

Personal hygiene items are 
always needed along with 
cleaning supplies.   

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks to those who have 
turned in their 2019 Pledge 
Cards. To date 32 pledges have 
been received for a total of 
$46,652. 

Those who have not yet turned in 
their pledges are encouraged to do 
so.  It helps the Session plan for 
the coming year.  Pledges should 
be turned into the church office or 
placed in the offering plate on 
Sunday mornings during worship. 

Also, the 2019 Per Capita is $25.00. 
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February 3 
Sunday at worship 
there will be 
Communion.   
 
Following will be the 
church Annual Meeting 
of the congregation.   
 
A meal will be provided with 
Group B bringing the deserts.  
This will replace the month’s 
Fellowship and Family Dinner. 
  
 

February 6, 13, 20, and 27 
On Wednesdays we will have the 
noon Bible Study Meetings.  
 
 

February 7, 14, 21, and 28 
On Thursdays there will be Handbell 
Choir Rehearsals   from 
5:40 pm—6:40 pm. 
 
 

February 13 
Wednesday we will have a 
Mission Committee Meeting 
at 1:30 pm.   
 

February 18 
Monday we celebrate the 
national Presidents’ Day 
holiday.  The church office will 
be closed Tuesday, February 19th also. 
 
 

February 19 
Tuesday the church office 
will be closed, but we will 
have a Session Meeting  at 6:30 pm.    
 

February 27 
Wednesday we will have a 
Nurture Committee Meeting  
at 4:30 pm.    
 

  

We Are Connectional – 2019 Per Capita 
  

We, Presbyterian Church USA, is a connectional 
denomination.  We all support the various levels of 
our denomination (Presbytery, Synod and General 
Assembly). 
One of the ways we show and participate in this 
connectionism is by paying our Per Capita. 
  
Per Capita is a fundamental way in which all of the 
nearly 10,000 congregations and mid councils of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) connect, 
participate and share in the work of the wider 
church. Per capita is the primary source of funding 
for the Office of the General Assembly along 
Presbyteries and Synods, and is how Presbyterians 
mutually and equitably share the costs of coming 
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for the 
future. 
  
It is how Presbyterians are trained to become better 
ruling elders, teaching elders and deacons, and 
ministers. 
  
It is how Presbyterians are helped to discern God’s 
call in their lives. 
  
It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the 
wider church by serving on General Assembly 
committees and commissions, regardless of 
distance or financial resources. 
  
It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the 
Church universal as we commit ourselves to work 
and live in fellowship with “all persons in every 
nation” (Book of Order, G-4.0101)  All 
Presbyterians are called to take part in the 
ecclesiastical and  
administrative work shared by the whole church 
though per capitagiving. The annual rate is a per-
member apportionment that is assessed biennially 
by the General Assembly. (Book of Order, G-
3.0106) All congregations — large and small — are  
encouraged to participate, either through an annual 
budget item or through a special direct appeal to 
their congregations.  
  
The Per Capita per person (member) for 2019 is 
$25.  It is hoped that you will contribute this amount 
above and beyond your pledge.  You are welcomed 
to use the Per Capita envelope found in your 
offering envelope set. 
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Gavin Nicholas  February 3 

Chris Hyde-Hall  February 5 

Andrew Reed  February 5 

Rev. Libby Moses  February 7 

Mike Ciscell  February 10 

Ed Cornish  February 10 

Rev. Marti Montovani February 11 

Bob Wallace   February 11 

Brodie Bell  February 17 

Lyla Nicholas  February 18 

Debra Sholett  February 24 

Don Sholett  February 25 

Bruce & Patricia Tyrrell    February 9 

Robert & Debra Siver February 19 

 

February Anniversaries 

February 3 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Jeremiah  1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
  
February 10 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138;  
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
 
February 17 
6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 
 
February 24 
7th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm  37:1-11, 39-40; 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50;  
Luke 6:27-38 

The 2019 flower schedule  

is on the bulletin board in  

the hallway.   

The fee for the flowers is $10.00.  

Please give the office your bulletin 
information and the fee for the flowers.   

Please place your money in a yellow 
Flower Fund envelope found to the left 
of the flower schedule and put it in the 
secretary’s mailbox or in the collection 
plate during worship.  Do not leave any 
money on the secretary’s desk.   

 

Flower Delivery Schedule for 
February 2019 

Debbie Siver 

     

 

 

 

February Birthdays 
 

Scripture Readings for 
February 2019 

 

Sunday Flowers Sign Up 

      

 

                                      Week of:             

Jon Hall   February 4 

Bob Siver  February 11 

Debbie Siver  February 18 

Bob Schweitzer  February 25 

 

February Hospital Calling List  



 

  Prayer Chain  
 

 
 

 

 
Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform 
our members of special church news and prayer 
requests.   
 

Please e-mail 

(stonep@centralny.twcbc.com) or 
phone (788-5630) the office if you 
would like to be part of our prayer 
ministry or if you have a prayer 
request. 

 The Pastor and the spiritual leaders place a 
priority on visiting hospitalized members of 
the congregation. While Samaritan Medical 
Center Chaplain calls when he knows 
someone from Stone Presbyterian Church is 
in this facility, as a general rule hospitals no 
longer provide information on admissions 
and dismissals.  
Please notify the church office if someone you 
know should be visited in the hospital or 
while recovering at home or at a care center.  
Also, if you or someone you know would 
enjoy a visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling 
Elder, or would appreciate receiving 
communion at home, please phone the 
church office (788-5630),  

e-mail the church office 
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),  

or place a note in the  
collection plate on Sunday.  

 

Caring  
for  the  Congregation  
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Winter Weather 
Services 

Cancellation Policy 
 

When our North Country 
winter weather is deemed 
“frightful” by the Clerk of 
Session and Pastor, Stone 
Church will not hold Sunday 
worship services.   
 

You will find notices of the 
cancellation on WWNY 
(channel 7), Time Warner 
Cable News (channel 10), 
Newzjunky (internet), and 
radio station WTNY. 

 

 

 

Please Save Newspapers 

to use as weed block under 

the wood chips in the 

Community Garden.  Papers 

may be left in the container 

labeled “Community Garden  

Newspapers” in Friendship 

Hall.   

 

 

 

Thank you all in advance for 

your help with this project.  

Please contact Pat Conti 

(315) 782-5847 with any 

questions. 

 

 
 

 

 Class of 2019  

Jessica Branche  

Jon Hall  

Kathie Strader 

 

Class of 2020  

Jeannie 
Greenwood  

Stuart Price  

Bob Siver 
  

Class of 
2021  

Orvis Calhoun 

Chris Dear 

Maxine 
Perkins 

 

 

Clerk of Session  

Chris Dear  

 Ruling Elders on the Session 

mailto:stonep@centralny.twcbc.com

