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Pastor’s Pondering … Going Toward the Light…
We have moved into what I refer to as the season of darkness… It is
dark when we wake up and dark when we go to sleep. Advent, the season
of waiting for the birth of the Savior, is also a time to darkness through
which we move toward the light. In the Messiah, Handel emphasizes this
theme in his use of the instruments; creating a feeling of darkness to
light. It is what the prophets preached; during this time of darkness
(despair) have hope. A Messiah, a Savior, a light, is to come. In the Gospel
of John we read that Jesus said “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” Over the four
Sundays of Advent the candle light increases from one to four and then on
Christmas Eve we light the Christ candle. We each “light” our individual
candle standing in the “light”; Christ’s presence which is always there no
matter where we are or what is happening. We also become a “light” for
others. Christ’s light shines through us if we allow it to.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being in him was life,* and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
John 1:1-5
My prayer for us all is that as we walk through times that seem dark
and hopeless, we continue to walk toward the eternal light with hope. I also
pray that we are able to become “lights” for others. For this is what we, as
faithful believers, are called to do.

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
(Matthew 5:16)

I wish for you light and peace during this Advent/Christmas Season.
You are beloved children of our awesome God who became incarnate and
dwelled among us. Thanks be to God.

Peace and Grace,
Pastor Libby

SESSION UPDATE...
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The Session met on Tuesday, November 16, 2021 .
The following were discussed and/or acted upon.
*Minutes from the October meeting were approved.
Financial Angelo Guarino gave
Session an update in terms of our
financial reports and the transition
from Pam to him.
Mission and Outreach
Committee They are again
encouraging people to do the
“Reverse Advent Calendar” with
individuals bringing in one can/dry
food items per day of advent to the
church. The items will be given to
Watertown Urban Mission.
Use of Church Building Building
Usage requests were approved for
the North Country Bird Club, PEO,
and Quilting Guild.

Nominating Committee has met
and has nominations for Session in
place for the Annual Meeting in
early February.
Stewardship The Stewardship
letter has been composed. The
proposed 2022 Budget is still being
worked on.
Next Session Meeting will be on
December 14, 2021 6:30 p.m. @
Maxine Perkin’s house.
The meeting was closed with
prayer given by Pastor Libby
Pastor Vacation Pastor Libby will
be on vacation December 27,
2021—January 3, 2022.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Your offering/tithe/pledge can be placed in
one of the offering plates by the doors to the
Sanctuary. You can also “give” electronically
by using this QR code or by going to the
church’s website.
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SUPPORT STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH!

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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Lectionary for Advent/Christmas
Theme:

November 28
1st Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33: 14-16
Luke 2: 1-5

Focus: Emperor Augustus

December 19
4th Sunday of Advent
Exodus 13: 18-22
Matthew 2: 1-9

Focus: Star

December 5
2nd Sunday of Advent
Luke 1: 5-24; 57-66
Luke 2: 1-5

Focus: Zechariah

December 12
3rd Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 23: 1-6
Luke 1: 8-14

Focus: Shepherds

December 24
Christmas Eve
Lessons & Carols

Focus: Inn Keeper

December 26
1st Sunday of Christmas
Luke 2: 22-36

Focus: Simeon and Anna
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Meetings & Events
The Catherine Martin Mitten Manger
Please place your donations of mittens, gloves, hats
and scarves in the manger located in the front of
the sanctuary. They will be delivered to the
Watertown Urban Mission mid-January. We are
grateful for your generosity and for Catherine’s
inspiration. God bless you.

Reverse Advent Calendar

Food Collection for the Urban Mission
Collection of food items for each day of Advent —
If everyone could bring in an item, or as many items as you can,
on each Sunday or during church hours though the week, it would
be appreciated. Preferably a food item for each day of Advent, but
do what you can.
Any in-date box item would be welcome, such as boxed
brownies mixes or cake mixes are a treat for families. We
could do these along with frosting, muffin and bread
mixes, jams & jellies, and soups.
We are a small congregation but we are mighty
AND we can make a difference.

Meetings & Events
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Wednesday Noon Bible Study
December 1, 8, 15, & 22
Anyone may join the group. We meet in person at the church, and also
welcome anyone who would like to participate via Zoom.
Our Advent study is based on C. S. Lewis’ book,

“The Lion, The Witch, and The Wordrobe”

Church Handbell Choir Rehearsals
Wednesday from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

December’s dates are:
1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd
Those interested in joining this choir, contact our
Handbell Choir Director, Nancy Boynton.

Helping Hands Group will meet
Thursday, December 2, 2021
at 1:30 pm
They will be making creative needlework items for
community organizations for the benefit of lives,
making them more comfortable and enjoyable.

Meetings & Events

Communion
will be during
Sunday worship

There will be
the Lighting
of the
Memory
Tree
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Lighting of
the Advent
Wreath 2nd
Candle

We will have December’s meeting on
the second Tuesday of the month

Session Meeting

on Tuesday, December 14th
at 6:30 pm
Christmas Eve Worship Service Friday,
December 24th, at 5:30 pm. The service
will include scripture readings, singing of
carols, vocalist Debbie Miller, organ and
piano duets by Chris Hyde-Hall and Nancy
Boynton...and, of course, lighting of
candles.
Christmas Day is Saturday, December 25th.
Merry Christmas to all. Celebrate the joy of
the birth of Jesus.
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Order Forms for our
Annual Memory Tree
lights and Poinsettia
plants are in this
newsletter— with the
ORDER DEADLINE DATE
of December

1

st.

December
Birthdays
Elizabeth Smith

December 2

Colin Charlebois

December 3

Drew Newby

December 4

Kathie Strader

December 4

Andrea Reed

December 15

Linda Rohde

December 18

Jimmy Strader

December 19

Thelma Reardon

December 28

Dorothy Fitzpatrick December 30
William Milton

December 31

Church Financial Ministry
Welcome to Angelo Guarino III. Through his business
“Small Business Services”, he is now taking care of the
church’s financials—including posting contributions, balancing the church's
bank account, preparing checks, providing monthly statements for Session,
serving as contact with payroll services, etc.
We are thankful that he is a part of our ministry team. Volunteers from
the congregation continue to count and deposit each Sunday’s offering and
sign checks.

Sunday Sanctuary
Flowers Sign Up
$20.00 is the COST
for the flowers.
All signups have
been taken for
the year.
A 2022 calendar will be
forthcoming.

Winter Coat Collection
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Winter coats are being
collected at the
Flower Memorial Library
(229 Washington St.)
We request that,
instead of bringing them to the church,
as was done in the past, any donations be
taken there.
Thank you so much.
The Mission and Outreach Committee

PRAYER BOOKLETS
These bimonthly devotional booklets contain inspiring stories
of people, with bible readings, thoughts of the day, written by
authors in the US and around the world. These stories you’ll
find relevant to your daily lives. They are available at the
church and we are offering you the mailing of the
November/December 2021 issue of The Upper Room
booklet. If you wish to have one mailed to your address, call
this request to the office, 315-788-5630.

Christmas Joy Offering will be taken up
Sunday, December 19th during worship service.
See the enclosed pamphlet in the bulletin, which shows what
this means to so many.

Each year during Advent the Presbyterian Church USA takes up the Christmas
Joy Offering. It is one of the four special offerings the denomination sponsors
during the year. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of
Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in
their time of need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color. You are encouraged to
read the inserts places in the worship bulletins for Dec 12 and Dec 19. There
will be an envelope in which you can place your donation. Mail it back to Stone
Presbyterian Church. The check should be made out to Stone Presbyterian
Church. The funds will be forwarded to the PC(USA).
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Worship Ministers

Caring for the
Congregation
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders
place a priority on visiting hospitalized
members of the congregation. While
Samaritan Medical Center Chaplain
calls when he knows someone from
Stone Presbyterian Church is in this
facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer provide information on
admissions and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be visited
in the hospital or while recovering at
home or at a care center. Also, if you
or someone you know would enjoy a
visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone
the church office (788-5630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Class of 2022
Kathie Strader
Class of 2023
Bob Siver
Roxanne Young
Class of 2024
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins
Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

Pastor The Reverend
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses
Organists
Chris Hyde-Hall and
Ghilyana Dordzhieva
Choir Director
Jeannie Greenwood
Handbell Choir Director
Nancy Boynton
Church Staff
Secretary Linda White
Sexton Francis Conti

REMINDER:
Our monthly
Newsletter Deadline
for your articles is
the 15th of the
month.

(bulbs $1 each name)

Memory Tree
Order Form

In honor of:_______________________________________________
___________________________________________________(living)
________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________(living)

In honor of:_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________(deceased)

In memory of:____________________________________________

_______________________________________________(deceased)

In memory of:_____________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________

Your Name: ______________________________________________

Stone Church offers a special way for you to remember your friends
and loved ones at Christmas time. It is our very own Memory Tree.
You may purchase a Christmas light bulb in memory of your friends or
loved ones for $1.00 each with funds going to Hospice. The red bulbs
will be in honor of the living and the white bulbs in memory of the
deceased. We will read the names and light the Memory Tree
during the morning service on Sunday, December 5h.
Please make checks payable to Stone Presbyterian Church. Please
return the completed form to the Church Office by Wednesday,
December 1st. We hope to have a brightly lit tree on the 5h!
Thank you.

Annual
2021

In Honor of:
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

In Memory of:
____________________________________________________

Name of
Giver:_______________________________________________

Total Amount
Enclosed:____________________________________________

Number
ordered:_____________________________________________

Order deadline is Wednesday, December 1st
to have the information in the bulletins
for December 19th and 24th

These poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary
and taken home after the holidays.

Checks payable to Stone Presbyterian Church

Poinsettias $6.00 each

2021 order form for

