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DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER
What I want for Christmas!
By Ann Weems (first stanza)
A miracle!
A miracle is what I want for Christmas! A miracle!
In the early morning hours, people still in darkness,
I want us all to be awaken by the pealing of church bells loud and wild,
Pealing over and over and over again,
urgent, joyful, overwhelmingly loud and wild!
And when we rush out to see what’s going on,
neighbors in front of us, neighbors behind us,
all of us rushing to the church, the bells continue their pealing,
loud and wild and over and over again.
These words of Ann Weems, which were written years ago, ring true for me
this year especially. Since March, we have been waiting and praying for a miracle
that will help take away the darkness of the Covid virus. During this Advent
season we are hearing about a light that is starting to shine to help take away the
darkness of the pandemic (the possible vaccines). We still have to be patient and
wait a bit longer just like the Israelites had to do so many years ago while they
waited for their “light” (The Messiah) to come.
My prayer for this Advent is that we do not despair but have hope and trust
in our Almighty Lord. We need to be patient a bit longer.
Please be aware that at this point we do plan on gathering for Christmas
Eve Worship on Dec. 24, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. If the rate of positivity increases,
making it not safe to gather, worship will be posted online. Please stay safe;
wear your masks and be aware, maintaining your “bubble.” We want to be able
to gather to celebrate the Resurrection in April.
May you have a blessed Advent and Christmas Season
Love and Prayers,
Pastor Libby Moses

Session Meeting Report
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from November 2020 meeting
The Session met on Sunday, November
22, 2020. Since Pastor Libby was on
medical leave, Rev. David Bennett,
Presbytery Resourcer, moderated the
meeting.
*

*

Rev. Bennett was able to give the
Session members insight/guidance in
regard to churches and how they are
dealing with the current social
situation.
There was discussion in regard to the
church's finances, the stewardship
campaign and the 2021 Budget. A
letter with a pledge card will be going
out to the congregation in early
December. The Session is sensitive
to the church social financial situation
due to the pandemic.

* There was discussion regarding whether
to have an in-person Christmas Eve
service on Dec 24 at 5:30 p.m. as has
been done in the past. It was felt
that appropriate measures could be
put in place to make it possible to
have
the
service
in-

person. Appropriate adjustments will
be made in regards to keeping social
distance along with appropriate
music; no singing or wind/brass
music. As it gets closer to the date
the leadership will monitor the
recommendations from the CDC and
state in regards to guidelines in terms
of gathering.
*

The Helping Hands group continues to
reach out to those in need. They are
putting together "Christmas gifts" for
various agencies to give out. It was
also reported that we have received
many thank-yous for the work the
group has done.

*

The Session acted on Heather Drew's
membership which is being transferred
to Grace Wesleyan Methodist Church.

* Richard and Barbara Williams have
asked to be removed from the church
membership rolls.

Rev. Libby Moses

I want to thank you for all the prayers, cards, and meals
while I was recovering from the surgery. I am thankful
for having the time to focus on healing. I have been
blessed. I especially want to thank Rev. Barb Schmitz
for leading worship, Rev. Leonard Sponaugle for
providing pastoral care and the Session members for
their leadership. I look forward to this holiday season.
Peace and Grace, Pastor Libby

Page 3

December Meetings & Events
Noon Wednesday Bible/Book Study
This group is starting back up on December 2.

We are beginning an Advent study based on “A Christmas Carol” by
Charles Dickens. The author of the study guide is Alan Vermilye. We
meet at the church, however, those who are interested but prefer to
social distance are welcome to contact Pastor Libby to set up
arrangements to join via Zoom.

Stone Presbyternian Church Handbell Choir Rehearsals
Under the direction of Nancy Boynton, meetings for December are:
Wednesday, Dec. 2nd — 4:30—5:30 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 9th — 4:30—5:30 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 16th — 4:30—5:30 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 23rd — 4:30—5:30 pm

NO REHEARSAL ON DEC. 30TH.

Thursday Evening Scripture/Prayer Group:
We are starting back upon December 3 at 6 p.m. All are invited to join
the group as we read scripture and share in prayer. We gather via Zoom.
You can connect via internet or regular telephone. Here is the information
you need.
To connect via internet use the following:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89569099388?
pwd=UFNuS0JBZFFUdkZhQ2lNZUFNNTR4UT09
or call
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York) and enter
Meeting ID: 895 6909 9388 and Passcode: 811143 when prompted.
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Festivals of Nativities on
Saturday, December 5th 12—4 pm and
Sunday, December 6th after worship until 3 pm
and December 12th & 13th same times
This has been a difficult year for all
of us. Keeping that in mind, Libby
suggested we do something different
and have a Nativity display in Friendship
Hall will be on the weekends of Dec.
5th and Dec. 12th. Church members
may bring family and friends to view on
Saturdays from 12:00 to 4 pm and on
Sundays after church until 3 pm.
Participants are asked to take their
displays home any time after 3pm on the
13th. It would be nice if you could write a
brief note for each of your Nativities why
it is special to you. Nativities would be
set on a table against the wall with
another blank table in front of it so as to

discourage anyone from touching the
displays. Let's do this folks, it's
something different and there are all
kinds of Nativities out there and who
knows, maybe it will grow and be a great
Outreach project that can grow to include
the general public.
There will be signup sheets for
members to sign up for monitoring
displays during display hours and we
may even be able to have some nice
carols playing in the background. It
should all be very nice.
Thank you,
Your Session Friends

Communion will be during the Sunday worship on
December 6th.
The Memory Tree Lighting will be during the
Sunday worship also on December 6th.
The Catherine Martin Manger Please place your donations of
mittens, gloves, Hats and scarves in the manger located in the
front of the sanctuary. They will be delivered to the Watertown
Urban Mission on January 11th. We are grateful for your
generosity and for Catherine’s inspiration. God bless you.
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Helping Hands

Usually, Helping Hands group meets twice a month
on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm.
In the month of December, there will only be one
meeting on Tuesday, December 8th. They will
be making creative needlework items for community
organizations for the benefit of lives, making them
more comfortable and enjoyable.

We will have a

Session Meeting

Mission & Outreach Committee

on Tuesday,
December 15 th,
at 6:30 pm

The Flower Memorial Library is accepting
winter apparel donations. A
large box is in the lobby of the
library to put your items in.
Coats, hats, gloves, mittens,
etc. may be dropped off, and
they are given out free.

PRAYER BOOKLETS
contain inspiring stories of people, with bible readings,
thoughts of the day, written by authors in the US and
around the world. These stories you’ll find relevant to
your daily lives.
They are available at the church and we are offering
you the mailing of the January/February 2021 issue of
The Upper Room booklet. If you wish to have one
mailed to your address, call this request to the office,
315-788-5630.

Reverse Advent
Food Collection
for the Urban Mission
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With so many people out of work this year, the holidays are going to be
especially difficult. Collection of food items for each day of Advent
could help families make the difference between a sparse Christmas Holiday
and a comfortable one. I recently spoke with Dawn at Urban Mission and
asked what types of food items would be useful. She told me they had
received a grant for can goods and had lots of them. She said any type of
boxed brownies mixes or cake mixes are a treat for families. We
could do these along with frosting, muffin and bread mixes, jams &
jellies, and soups.

Advent continues to December 20th.
If everyone could bring in an item, or as many items as you can, on each
Sunday or during church hours though the week, it would be appreciated.
Preferably a food item for each day of Advent, but do what you can. Any indate box item would be welcome.
We are a small congregation but we are mighty AND we can make a
difference.
Thank you, Max Perkins

Christmas Eve Worship Service
We are hoping to have this service in-person
at church on Thursday, December 24th.
If this is not possible, it will be on-line.
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December Lectionary

During the season of Advent we will be exploring Christmas stories/
traditions from around the world as a part of our worship.
Nov 29 - 1st Sunday of Advent The Cobweb Christmas Story____Isaiah 40:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8
Dec. 6 – 2nd Sunday of Advent Las Posada_________________ Psalm 80 & Luke 2:1-7
Dec. 13 –3rd Sunday of Advent Story of St. Lucia_____________ Genesis 1:1-5 & John 1:1-5
Dec. 20 –4th Sunday of Advent Coyote Christmas A Lokota Story_____Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve – 5:30 p.m.____________ Based on traditions of Lessons and Carols
Dec. 27 – Rev. Gail Parson_____Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40

We were saddened by the
passing of Barbara Milton
last month
on November 3rd while at
Hospice. Our prayers are
with the family.

Elizabeth Smith

December 2

Colin Charlebois

December
December
December
December
December
December

Drew Newby
Kathie Strader
Andrea Reed
December Jimmy Strader
Birthdays Thelma Reardon

Dorothy Fitzpatrick

Will Milton

3
4
4
15
19
28

December 30

December 31

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Christmas cards will be in place in Friendship Hall
eagerly awaiting your greetings to our friends far
and near, or in care facilities, or those unable to be with us.
Please socially distance while doing this. The cards will be
mailed or delivered on December 13th.
Your Pastoral Care Committee
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on the Session
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Bob Siver
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Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

Office Hours
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M.
Tuesday - Friday

Worship Ministers

Caring for the
Congregation
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders
place a priority on visiting
hospitalized members of the
congregation. While Samaritan
Medical Center Chaplain calls when
he knows someone from Stone
Presbyterian Church is in this
facility, as a general rule hospitals
no longer provide information on
admissions and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be
visited in the hospital or while
recovering at home or at a care
center. Also, if you or someone you
know would enjoy a visit from Pastor
Libby or a Ruling Elder, or would
appreciate receiving communion at
home, please phone the church
office (788-5630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Pastor The Reverend
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses

REMINDER:
Our monthly Newsletter
Deadline for your articles
is the 15th of the month.

Organists
Chris Hyde-Hall and
Ghilyana Dordzhieva
Choir Director
Jeannie Greenwood
Handbell Choir Director
Nancy Boynton
Church Staff
Secretary Linda White
Sexton Francis Conti

