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Pastor’s Pondering…
Advent… the season of waiting...
Waiting to once again celebrate the birth of
the Savior; the one who came to bring light
into the darkness of our lives.
As we wait the songs, carols, and hymns of the season fill our
ears, minds, and hearts. What is your favorite? What memories
does it bring about? What emotions fill your heart? How do the
words speak to your faith in a God who became flesh to live among
creation and to your faith in a God who came to break down barriers
and release us of bonds that stop us from being who God created us
to be?
This Advent Season at Stone Presbyterian Church, each
Sunday we are going to explore a popular carol/hymn during
worship. We will explore the story behind it and the theology it
presents.
Dec. 2 – 1st Sunday of Advent – Good Christians Friends, Rejoice
Dec. 9 – 2nd Sunday of Advent – Joy to the World
Dec 16 – 3rd Sunday of Advent – O Come, all Ye Faithful
Dec 23 – 4th Sunday of Advent – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
The sound of the carols and hymns will continue on Christmas
Eve, Dec 24 during the Christmas Eve Service as we once again
celebrate the birth of the Messiah. The service will begin with an
extended prelude at 5:15 p.m. including a piano/organ duet. At
5:30 p.m., a service of lessons and carols will begin. Featured will
be scriptures readings and hymns/special music including the
handbell choir, Nell Moses on violin, and Drew Autote on Trumpet.
We hope you will join us in worship during Advent and on
Christmas Eve. Invite a friend to join you in experiencing the Good
News of our Lord, Jesus Christ’s birth.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsel0r, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. – Isaiah 9:7
May your Advent and Christmas Season be full of wonder and
blessings.
Peace and Grace,
Pastor Libby

Session Update - Highlights from
November 20, 2018
Meeting

*Approved purchased of new snowblower to
replace 18 year old snowblower.
*Approved purchase of new garland and wreaths
to decorate church for Advent/Christmas
season.
*Worship & Music Committee reported that
there would be an extended pw3relude at the
Christmas Eve Service. The prelude will begin
at 5:15 p.m. and worship will begin at 5:30 p.m.
*Communion for January will be moved to
January 13.
*Approved Pastor Libby being on vacation from
December 26, 2018 – January 8, 2019.
*Heard an update of the New Beginnings
Program from those who attended the “Come
and See” event. The Session still believes this
would be a good process for the
congregation. More to happen later in January.
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Returns from
Charitable Events held by
Stone Presbyterian
Church
Thanks to everyone’s hard
efforts and generosity, the
Annual Bazaar made $1800.

The Mission Committee has decided to
divided up the proceeds to the following
agencies this year:
√ Backpack
Program
of
Watertown School District
($300)
√ Disabled Persons Action
Organization
($300)
√ Meals on Wheels

($300)

√ The Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance
($800)
We pray for these agencies and those who
benefit from their ministries.

Sunday Flowers Sign Up
The 2018 flower schedule is
on the bulletin board in the
hallway.
The fee for the flowers is
$10.00.
Please give the office your bulletin
information and the fee for the flowers.
Please place your money in a yellow
Flower Fund envelope found to the left
of the flower schedule and put it in the
secretary’s mailbox or in the collection
plate during worship. Do not leave any
money on the secretary’s desk.
December Flower Delivery
Determined on a weekly basis

November 6th
Election Day Bake Sale
Thank you, all those who provided
baked goods and hosted the bake
sale on Election Day.
$311.25 was raised for the
Volunteer Transportation Center.

A New Baby—A Gift from God,
Celeste Annalise Siver,
born November 14, 2018.
Parents—Vanessa and Matthew Siver
Grandparents—Deb and Bob Siver
Great-Grandparents—
Mary and Bob Schweitzer
Congratulations!
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December 2018 Meetings & Events
December 1

December 16

Family & Friends Dinner will be Saturday,
at 5:30 pm. We will be
decorating the church
for the Advent season.

At Sunday worship the names of
the poinsettia givers will be
announced and also listed in the
Sunday bulletin.

December 2

A Fellowship Hour will follow
worship. Join us for refreshments
and conversation.

It is the 1st Sunday of Advent. We will
have Communion during our
10:45 am Sunday worship. We
will have a dedication of 2019
Pledges. This day is Memory
Tree order deadline.

December 5, 12, 19

A Book/Bible Study will be at
Noon Wednesdays. We are
exploring the book, The Gift of Years–
Growing Older Gracefully,
by Joan Chittister.

December 5

Wednesday at 4:30 pm we will
have a Nurture Committee
Meeting.

December 6, 13, 20

Handbell Choir Rehearsals
Thursdays from
5:40 pm to 6:40 pm.

December 9
Sunday at our 10:45 am Worship Service
we will have our Memory Tree
Lighting. The names of those
honored and remembered will
be read by Bill O’Connor and
Cindy Drew, each represented by
the lights on the tree and listed
in the Sunday Bulletin. This day
is the order deadline for our poinsettias.

Then, those who choose will go
Christmas Caroling to care
facilities and those who can’t
leave their homes.

December 18
Tuesday there will be a
Session Meeting at 6:30 pm.

December 23
Sunday Worship at 10:45 am
will include the music of the
Handbell Choir.

December 24
Monday it is Christmas Eve as
we anticipate the birth of Jesus.
There will be an extended
Prelude at 5:15 pm, and the
Worship Service will be at
5:30 pm featuring lessons and
carols.

December 25
Tuesday is Christmas Day
when we celebrate the birth
of Jesus. The church office
will be closed.

December 30
At 10:45 am Sunday Worship Service, the
Rev. Gail Parsons will be our guest preacher
while Pastor Libby is on vacation.
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Family & Friends Dinner on
Saturday, December 1st
We will start with a meal at 5:30 pm,
after which we will be decorating the
church for Advent.
For the potluck dinner please bring
your favorite dish to share along with
your place setting. Drinks will be
provided.

Sunday, December 16th
Fellowship &
Christmas Caroling
We will be caroling and visiting with
our members and friends who are in
care facilities or are homebound on
December 16th following our fellowship
hour.
A group from Grace-Wesleyan Church
will join us for both events. A sign up
sheet is on the counter in Friendship
Hall.

Come for dinner and
decorating! There's no better way to
get into the Christmas spirit !
This is your opportunity to
make
someone's day MERRY AND BRIGHT.
So don your gay apparel and dust off
those jingle bells. Fa-la-la!
Your Pastoral Care Committee

URBAN MISSION COAT DRIVE

Winter Is On Its Way!
The Critical Needs program at the Mission
asks that you consider donating to those in need in your
community.
All size children's coats, snow pants, boots, mittens and hats.
Also needed are new or gently used adult large sizes, both
men's and women's XL, 2XL, 3XL, coats, sweatshirts,
sweatpants and adult size winter foot wear.
Please bring your gently used or new outerwear for a neighbor
or neighborhood child. At Stone Church please leave your
donations in the closet designated in Friendship Hall.

The Watertown
Urban Mission
Food Pantry
would like donations
of canned gravy,
stuffing, cranberry
sauce, canned
vegetables and
dessert items in time
for Christmas.

Scripture Readings for December 2018
December 2
1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
1 John 1:1-4
December 9
2nd Sunday of Advent
Psalm 98
Isaiah 35
December 16
3rd Sunday of Advent
Hebrews 1:1-6
Jeremiah 33:14-22
December 23
4th Sunday of Advent

December Birthdays
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Advent Candle
Lighters
December 2Alicia, Joshua and
Harrison Dalton
December 9Eleanor and Jonathan
Harowicz, and Eva
December 16The Reed family
December 23Bob and Mary
Schweitzer

Elizabeth Smith
Colin Charlebois
Drew Newby
Andrea Reed
Jimmy Strader
Jose Antonio Ferrer
Thelma Reardon
Dorothy Fitzpatrick
William Milton

December 2
December 3
December 4
December 15
December 19
December 28
December 28
December 30
December 31

December Anniversary

John 1:1-14
Romans 5:12-19
December 24
Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols
December 30
1st Sunday after Christmas Day
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148;
Collosian 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Ed & Sally Cornish
December 20

CHRISTMAS JOY
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
LEADERSHIP: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reflects God’s gift to us, through
the Christmas Joy Offering, with generous gifts supporting church
leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us to
God. Even as we support our current and former church leaders,
God is calling new leaders for our Church and world, through the
ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color—offering students the means for a bright future
and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve
God, the Church and the world for years to come.

We will be taking
up this
SPECIAL OFFERING at our

Christmas Eve Worship
Service, December 24th
which will be held
at 5:30 pm.

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________(living)

In honor of:_________________________________________

_____________________________________________(living)

In honor of:_________________________________________

_________________________________________(deceased)

In Honor of:
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

In memory of:_______________________________________

_________________________________________(deceased)

In memory of:_______________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________

Your Name: ________________________________________

Stone Church offers a special way for you to remember your
friends and loved ones at Christmas time. It is our very own
Memory Tree. You may purchase a Christmas light bulb in
memory of your friends or loved ones for $1.00 each with
funds going to Hospice. The red bulbs will be in honor of the
living and the white bulbs in memory of the deceased. We
will read the names and light the Memory Tree during
the morning service on Sunday, December 9th.
Please make checks payable to Stone Presbyterian Church.
Please return the completed form to the Church Office
by Sunday, December 2nd. We hope to have a brightly lit
tree on the 9th! Thank you.

(bulbs $1 each name)

Memory Tree
Order Form

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

In Memory of:
_______________________________________________

Name of
Giver:__________________________________________

Total Amount
Enclosed:________________________________________

Number
ordered:_________________________________________

Order deadline is Sunday, December 9th
to have the information in the bulletins
for December 16th and 23 rd

These poinsettias will decorate our sanctuary
and taken home after the holidays.

Checks payable to Stone Presbyterian Church

Poinsettias $10.00 each

2018 order form for

Annual
2018
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Prayer Chain
Stone Church has an email Prayer Line to inform
our members of special church news and prayer
requests.
Please e-mail
(stonep@centralny.twcbc.com) or
phone (788-5630) the office if you
would like to be part of our prayer
ministry or if you have a prayer
request.

Ruling Elders on the Session
Class of 2019
Jessica Branche
Jon Hall
Kathie Strader
Class of 2020
Jeannie
Greenwood
Stuart Price
Bob Siver

Class of
2021
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine
Perkins

December Hospital
Calling List
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Week of:
Debbie Siver
December 2
Bob Schweitzer December 9
Lorie Autote
December 16
Kathie Strader
December 23
Kathie Compeau December 30

Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

Caring
f o r th e C on g r e gati on
The Pastor and the spiritual leaders place a
priority on visiting hospitalized members of
the congregation. While Samaritan Medical
Center Chaplain calls when he knows
someone from Stone Presbyterian Church is
in this facility, as a general rule hospitals no
longer provide information on admissions
and dismissals.
Please notify the church office if someone you
know should be visited in the hospital or
while recovering at home or at a care center.
Also, if you or someone you know would
enjoy a visit from Pastor Libby or a Ruling
Elder, or would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please phone the
church office (788-5630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com),
or place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Mitten Manger
Our Catherine Martin Mitten
Manger is ready to receive your
donations of mittens, hats, and
scarves during the month of
December to be given to the
children in our community in
January.
Delivery will be
January 14, 2019.
Please
donate. Thank you.

Called by God to welcome,
nurture, and serve in the
name of Christ.

