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Pastor’s Pondering… The Power of Prayer 

         Over the last few months the Session has been reading and discussing 
the book “The Autopsy of a Dead Church.”  The author discusses various 
characteristics of a congregation that is on a downward cycle; not all “dying” 
churches have all these characteristics but have some.  While we agree that 
our congregation is not as “alive” as it used to be, there is a bit of frustration 
in figuring out what would help the congregation change its direction.  There 
is no magic pill/program/process.  Each congregation and its situation is 
different.  We have to determine what will work best for our situation.  So 
what do we do? 

         As I was reading a blog titled “Savior” written by Rev. Jan 
Edmonston,  the General Presbyter of Charlotte Presbytery, I was reminded of 
the importance of prayer.  She wrote the following… 

A friend of mine was a medical missionary in Malawi in the 1990s. Although 
she was a trained cardiologist, most of her days were spent delivering babies 
and treating people with AIDS. She wrote in a letter that during an emergency 
procedure, when the medical team was trying to save a man's life, someone 
said, "Hey, M. - you're the Christian, right? This would be a good time to 
pray." 

"Oh right" she said. "Praying. I'm supposed to call on God in times like these." 

This resonates with me as I spend time with People of Faith who say things 
like: 

 We are thinking about closing our church but we don't know what to do   
next. 

 We are wondering what to do about our preschool expansion. 

 We are thinking about restructuring our church staff and there's a lot of 
conflict. 

It doesn't occur to them to pray. It doesn't occur to them to study scripture 
and talk and pray together in faithful discernment.  

This is why many congregations struggle right now: we have forgotten 
that we are not a social club nor are we an institution that is dependent upon 
sentimentality or cultural control. We have a Savior.  

We have access to divine direction. We are blessed with a God who is 
interested in shepherding us into something holy and purposeful. 

         As we continue to look to the future, let us remember to pray and ask 
God for direction, for inspiration and guidance in how we can make his Glory 
known on earth.                        
                                            Peace and Grace, 

Pastor Libby 
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SESSION MEETING UPDATE…    

The Session met on July 20th.  The following 
was discussed and actions taken. 

  

 
  
 Meeting opened with 

devotion and prayer led by 
Pastor Libby 

 The June minutes and the 
June financial reports were 
approved. 

 A letter regarding the 
copier lease was shared.  
Pastor Libby will contact 
ABS for clarification. 

 Decided to host a 
gathering to celebrate the 
ministry of Rev. Leon 
(Toby) Schilling.  See page  
5 for details. 

 

 Music & Worship –  
1. Decided to have an 

outdoor worship service 
on Aug 29 with a picnic to 
follow.   

2. Using money received 
from Marti Jones estate 
will purchase a sound 
system that can be used 
outside.   

3. Decided to make all pews 
available for people to sit 
in the sanctuary. 

 Mission & Outreach –  
1. Helping Hands will be 

meeting on Aug. 16 and 
will get organized for the 
year.   

2. Suggested that we have a 
Bazaar in the Spring – 
outdoors. 

 Building & Grounds –  
1. Approved building use 

requests for three group; 
The Garden Club, Quilting 
Group, and Northern 
Blend.   

2. Don Dear will refinish the 
benches in the prayer 
garden. 

 Nurture, Christian 
Education & Fellowship 
Committee – is hosting an 
outing to Rudy’s Lakeside 
Drive-In in Oswego on 
September 11, 2021. 

 Personnel – Francis will be 
on vacation July 26-31. 

Meeting was closed with prayer 

led by Pastor Libby. 
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Wednesday Noon Bible Study August 11, 18 and 25 

We are reading and discussing "From Daughters to Disciples - Women's Stories from 

the New Testament"   by Lynn Japinga. 

"Japinga acquaints readers with the women of the Bible. From faithful forerunners like Anna 

and Elizabeth to female disciples like the sisters Mary, Martha, and Mary Magdalene to first-

generation followers like Lydia and Dorcas, readers will encounter a wealth of foremothers in 

the faith in all their messy, yet redeemable, humanity. This Bible study introduces and retells 

every female character who contributes to one or more New Testament stories, diving deeply 

into what each woman’s story means for us today with questions for reflection and discussion." 

The group will meet in-person at the church.  If you want to participate via Zoom contact 

Pastor Libby. 

  

Evening Scripture/Prayer Group 

held Thursdays on Zoom  

August 5, 12, 19, 26, at 6 p.m.  

 

All are invited to join the group as we 
read scripture and share in prayer.   

We gather via Zoom.  You can 
connect via internet or regular 

telephone.   
Contact Pastor Libby for the 

information. 

 

Sunday, August 1st, we will have 

Communion during Worship. 
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STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH UPDATES... 
 

We are back to activities happening in the building after being put on 
pause during the pandemic.   

The Garden Club is back to meeting.  Two different quilting groups   
have asked to use the building. Helping Hands and the 
Wednesday Noon Bible Study are meeting in-person. 

Along with that, all the pews in the Sanctuary are now 
available for being used.   

     Movement forward.  Thanks be to God. 
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 Helping Hands  will meet on Monday, August 16th, 

at 6 pm to get organized for the year.  
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BACKPACK PROGRAM 

Watertown Urban Mission 

School Supply Drive 
 

 

Once again this year we will be participating in the School 

Backpack Program.  Children returning to school this year will need 

lots of school supplies.   

Let’s collect as much as we can to help them  

return to a normal school year.   

Items may be placed in front of the sanctuary 

starting now, to be blessed before delivery to the Urban Mission on August 25, 2021.                         

Thank you. 

  Donate by August 25th! 

                                                                  We will have a   

                                                             Session Meeting    
                               on Tuesday, August 17th,  

                                          at 6:30 pm. 

PRAYER 
REQUESTS 

 

Prayers for Pastor 
Libby Moses’ family, 
on the death (July 16, 2021) of 
Libby’s nephew, her sister Gail’s son, 
Andrew Thompson. 

The Beloved Child of God 
Kennedy Brooklyn Marie Dalton 

Was born on July 11, 2021,  
to her parents, 

 Alicia and Joshua Dalton.   
 

   

 



 

 Outdoor Worship Service  

on Sunday, August 29th at 10:00 am  

in the Prayer Garden 

Debbie Miller will provide special music 
and Chris Hyde-Hall will be the pianist.   

 A Picnic will follow 
Hamburgers, hotdogs and drinks provided.  

Bring a “side” to share along with your 
lawn chair. 

Join us at a Reception for  

Rev. Leon “Toby” Schilling 

on Saturday, August 28th  

at  Stone Presbyterian Church  

from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm (Drop-In) 

Along with other congregations, we want to honor and 
thank Toby for all his pastoral care to the community as 
chaplain at Samaritan Medical Center hospital. 
 
If you are willing to provide finger food/snacks for this 
event, please let Pastor Libby know. 

August Meetings & EventsAugust Meetings & EventsAugust Meetings & Events   
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Helen Hall   August 4 

Brianna Jaspersohn  August 7 

Donald Dear   August 10 

Justin Reed   August 18 

Jonathan Harowicz  August 22 

John Remus Greenwood August 27 

Brian Draper   August 29 

Sharon Charlebois  August 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan & Joanne Woodward  August 8 

Jonathan & Eleanor Harowicz  August 10 

Orvis & June Calhoun   August 12 

Mike & Lisa Quirk   August 16 

Jimmy & Kathie Strader   August 19 

Bruce & Lori Robinson   August 26 

Jordan & Krystal Siver   August 27 

Alan & Cathy Commeret-Whitcomb 

      August 31 

SANCTUARY FLOWER 
SIGN-UP 

 
 The sign-up flower chart is in 

Fellowship Hall.  
 

$20.00  is the COST 
 for the flowers 

 
Please turn fee  
into the office   
Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Flower Cartons  

Needed 
Once again we are going 

to be using your 

donations of cleaned milk 

or juice ½ gallon cartons 

for our Sunday flower 

deliveries from the 

Sanctuary.  Thank you 

for your contributions. 



 

August Lectionary    

 
August 1 

Psalm 51:1-12 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 
  

August 8 

Psalm 130 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
  

August 15 

Psalm 111 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
                          

August 22 
Psalm 84 
1 Kings 8;1, 6, 10-11,  
22-30, 41-43 
  
August 29 
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 
Song of Solomon 
2:8-13 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Fall Worship Time   

changes to  

10:45 am beginning  

September 12, 2021. 
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The Handbell Choir will begin 

rehearsals Wednesdays from 5 to 6 pm 

beginning September 8, 2021. 

The Church Choir  will meet 

September 12th,  

Sunday before worship.   

Anyone who is interested in joining 

our choir group, please come to the 

church at 10:00 am September 12th. 



 

 

 

Worship Ministers 
 
Pastor The Reverend  
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses  
 
Organists 
Chris Hyde-Hall and 
Ghilyana Dordzhieva 
 
 
Choir Director 
Jeannie Greenwood 
 
Handbell Choir Director 
Nancy Boynton 
 
Church Staff 
 
Secretary   Linda White 
Sexton     Francis Conti 
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Caring for the 
Congregation 

The Pastor and the spiritual 

leaders place a priority on 

visiting hospitalized members of 

the congregation.  While 

Samaritan Medical Center 

Chaplain calls when he knows 

s o m e o n e  f r o m  S t o n e 

Presbyterian Church is in this 

facility, as a general rule 

hospitals no longer provide 

information on admissions and 

dismissals.  

Please notify the church office if 

someone you know should be 

visited in the hospital or while 

recovering at home or at a care 

center.  Also, if you or someone 

you know would enjoy a visit 

from Pastor Libby or a Ruling 

Elder, or would appreciate 

receiving communion at home, 

please phone the church office 

(788-5630),  

e-mail the church office 

(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com), 

or place a note in the  

collection plate on Sunday.  

 

 

Office 
315-788-5630 
 
Email  
Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com  
 
Facebook 
StonePresbyterianChurch 
 
Website 
www.stonepreschurch.com 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 
Tuesday - Friday 
 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

140 Chestnut Street 

 Watertown NY 13601 
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REMINDER:  

Our monthly 

Newsletter Deadline 

for your articles is the 

15th of the month. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2022 

Kathie Strader 
 

 

Class of 2023 

Bob Siver 

Roxanne Young 

 

Class of 2024  

Orvis Calhoun 

Chris Dear 

Maxine Perkins 

 

Clerk of Session  

Chris Dear  

  

Ruling Elders 

 on the 
Session 
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