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Pastor’s Message…
When Back to Normal…
We have been hearing that phrase quite a bit over the past year.
“When things get back to normal…
When things get back to the way they were…”
I have to admit that I really don’t like the words… back to normal. It is
more than just figuring out how to define what is “normal”. It has to do
with the fact that whenever an individual, group, or countries goes
through a “trauma” life is never the same again. Just ask anyone who has
lost a beloved, a job, been through a natural disaster, been a victim of a
crime, etc… Life is never the same again. At best a “new normal” has to
be established.
We, as individuals and groups, have been through a trauma this past year
– living through the Covid pandemic. It has not been easy but we are
now seeing the light at the end of the tunnel. We are now asking what it
will be like when we get through the tunnel. Let’s be honest. We want it
to be back to the way it was, the way we liked it and felt comfortable.
However, after going through the “covid-pandemic trauma” we as a
society are not going to go back to just the way it was. In so many ways
we have been scarred/changed. But, hopefully in some ways we have
been changed for the better. We have learned something because of the
experience we have lived through.
I think about the first disciples and how they must have been changed by
living through the first Holy Week; a week that went from the Palm
Sunday joyful entry into Jerusalem, a somber Passover Meal, tragic Good
Friday, and then to the amazement of Easter morning. Surely each one of
them was changed by the experience. As we celebrate this second Easter
since the start of the pandemic let us focus on the positive, joyful, things
we have learned and ways we have been changed for the better. May it
help us grow in our faith so a new normal can be established.
Let us with joy and confidence shout “He is risen, He is risen indeed,
Alleluia.”
Peace and Grace, Pastor Libby

Session Meeting Updates:
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The Session met on March 16, 2021 via Zoom.
1. The meeting was opened with
prayer and a devotion given by
Pastor Libby.
2. The minutes from the February
meeting and the February
financial reports were
approved.
3. William O’Connor was elected
the Vice-President of the
Corporation for 2021.
4. Spent time discussing chapters 4
-6 of the book “Autopsy of the
Deceased Church” by Tom S.
Rainer.

6. Approved the continuation of Tai
Chi classes being held at the
church using socially distancing,
with the possibility of adding
another class.
7. Received a letter from the Board
of Elections that elections will
be held on June 22 and
November 2, 2021. Again, the
church building will be used as a
polling site.
8. The meeting was adjourned with
prayer by Pastor Libby
Rev. Libby Moses

5. Discussed the future of worship
and when Stone would go back
to in-person worship. After
considering multiple factors, it
was decided to start back up
May 2, 2021 as long as nothing
happens between now and
then.

April is National Child Abuse Awareness Month...
Look for the shiny blue pinwheels in our Church yard after April 1st.
They are in support of The Child Advocacy Center and of all the
great work they do to protect children in Jefferson County. A worthy
cause for those children who are abused in any way, providing a
voice when there is none, making a difference for those who cannot defend
themselves. We are helping to make a difference. Through the Mission and Outreach
Committee a $100 donation was made to support The Child Advocacy Center.
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Maundy Thursday April 1st

The Worship service will be available as of
Noon via Zoom
It will include Communion,
so you will want to have elements ready
to participate.

There will be Special Music by Nancy Boynton and
Chris Hyde-Hall and Nell Moses will be sharing a piece
on the cello.
The 6:00 pm evening prayer group will not be meeting this day. Enjoy
the Maundy Thursday service.

Good Friday—
April 2nd
Easter Vigil—
April 3rd,
Saturday
Easter Sunday—
April 4th
Communion
One Great Hour of Sharing

April Meetings & Events
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Stone Presbyterian Church Handbell Choir Rehearsals
Under the direction of Nancy Boynton, meetings for April are:
Tuesday, April 6 —
5:00—6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 14 — 5:00—6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 21 — 5:00—6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 28 — 5:00—6:00 pm

Noon Bible/Book Study VIA ZOOM
Wednesday, April 7th
The group will start a new study. We will be discussing the
book, “I Heard God Laugh: A Practical Guide to Life’s Essential
Daily Habit” by Matthew Kelly.

Is Your Life Working? Most of us are trying to put together the jigsaw puzzle
we call life without a very important piece. Over time this becomes incredibly
frustrating. In this extraordinary book, Matthew Kelly powerfully demonstrates
that we cannot live the life we have imagined, or experience the joy we yearn
for, unless we learn to tend the soul. From there, with his classic style of
practical wisdom, he teaches us how to remedy this problem.
Anyone is welcome to join the group which meets via Zoom. Contact Pastor
Libby to get a book and/or the link so you can participate.

Helping Hands Meetings may resume in May, if the plan
for in-person worship happens on May 2nd, as it has been
discussed by the Session.

April Meetings & Events
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Evening Scripture/Prayer Group
held Thursdays on Zoom
April 8, 15, 22, 29, at 6 p.m.
All are invited to join the group as we read scripture and share in prayer.
We gather via Zoom. You can connect via internet or regular telephone.
Contact Pastor Libby for the information.

Sunday Worship Services
Our Sunday Worship Services are videotaped and posted on
You Tube with links being emailed to those with email. Paper
copies of the service will be mailed out to those who do not have
internet access.
Sunday, April 4th, there will be Communion.

Fellowship Time — Via Zoom April 18th, at 4:00 pm

All are welcome. Link http://us02web.zoom.us/j/7070203553
Or call 646-876-9923
Meeting id: 707 020 3553
Need help, contact Pastor Libby

We will have a

Session Meeting VIA ZOOM

on Tuesday, April 20th, at 6:30 pm.
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Here’s the

“Good News”

you have been waiting to hear…
“we are going back to...

In-person worship as

of…

Sunday, May 2, 2021”
At its March meeting the Session made this decision.
The same protocol will be used as was set up last Fall.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Enter building through door off the parking lot,
wear masks,
sign-in,
temperatures taken,
social distancing in sanctuary,
offering plates not passed,
communion elements pick up when
entering sanctuary when having communion,
8. etc.…
We are looking forward to gathering in-person once again. We will
be taking this one step at a time.
On a personal note...I was thrilled to know how many of you have
gotten your vaccination shots. I got my second on March 29th and look
forward to being able to visit with you in-person.
Pastor Libby

April
Lectionary
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April 4– Easter
June Calhoun
Chris Jennison
Joe Caronia
Richard Williams
Rev. Bruce Smith
Brendan Hall
Joshua Young
Richard Zehr
Mildred Boice
Christopher Autote
Matthew Siver
Jeannie Greenwood
Bruce Robinson
Harrison Dalton

Corey & Shelly Reed
Donald & Debra Sholett

April 1
April 8
April 9
April 10
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 12
April 18
April 21
April 21
April 23
April 23
April 29

Mark 16:1-8;
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

April 11

Acts 4:32-35 and Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1-2; John 20:19-31

April 18

Acts 3:12-19 and Psalm 4;
1 John 3:1-7;
Luke 24:36b-48

April 25

Acts 4:5-12 and Psalm 23;
1 John 3:16-24;
John 10:11-18

April 26
April 26

We are all working
individually and collectively
to make it a better place.
Trust in God that He shows
us the right way. It
WILL be better in 2021.
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Worship Ministers
Pastor The Reverend
Elizabeth (Libby) Moses
Organists
Chris Hyde-Hall and
Ghilyana Dordzhieva
Choir Director
Jeannie Greenwood
Handbell Choir Director
Nancy Boynton
Church Staff
Secretary Linda White
Sexton Francis Conti

Caring for the
Congregation
The Pastor and the spiritual
leaders place a priority on visiting
hospitalized members of the
congregation. While Samaritan
Medical Center Chaplain calls
when he knows someone from
Stone Presbyterian Church is in
this facility, as a general rule
hospitals no longer provide
information on admissions and
dismissals.
Please notify the church office if
someone you know should be
visited in the hospital or while
recovering at home or at a care
center. Also, if you or someone
you know would enjoy a visit from
Pastor Libby or a Ruling Elder, or
would appreciate receiving
communion at home, please
phone the church office (7885630),
e-mail the church office
(Stonep@centralny.twcbc.com), or
place a note in the
collection plate on Sunday.

Class of 2022
Kathie Strader
Class of 2023
Bob Siver
Roxanne Young
Class of 2024
Orvis Calhoun
Chris Dear
Maxine Perkins
Clerk of Session
Chris Dear

REMINDER:
Our monthly
Newsletter Deadline
for your articles is
the 15th of the
month.

